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| doubt or cay.) on thet point,) ought we not to cling to|ed themselves bythe law.’ That this is ‘ contrary to 
that anchor shred of enable is Jeft stand- | the first principle of our institutions.” That ‘the Dec- 
ling? If we are finally shipwrecked, we can but be | laration of Incdepentence derives all the just powers of 
|shipwrecked, when we have done our best. * Doa’t give | government, from the consent of the governed.’ That 
up the ship, is the motto of the abolitionists. It may! when as in the present case, ‘the people are to be 
be that one lost agonizing effurt may preserve her. | bound by laws emanating from a legistative Assembly. 
Let not the bugle of retreat, in such an hour, be sound-| wherein they have no representatives, their will must 





solong as a 


~~ 


That ‘it is certain that a great majority of the inhabi- 
tants of the District are utterly averse to the abolition 
of slavery among them. ‘That in legislating for the 
District, the legislator must be governed by their will, 
and not by his own. That therefore the immediate 
abolition of slavery by Congress, cannot ‘ possibly he 
jeffected with justice to the inhabitants of the District’ 
I propose to examine, briefly, some of the principal 
facts assumed in the above reasonings, and then in- 
| quire whether the main prizcip/e in the light of which 
you have disposed of those allezed facts, be a sound 
and correct one. 
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IS LIBEKLTY ‘ PRACTICAELE ’ 





?_P RST OBJECTION. 
‘My heart tells me that liberty is practicable,’ —said 
iCarnot, im the French chamber of deputies, when he 
posed, single handed, the motion for crowning 
Napoleon emperor for life. Have we already arrived 
atthe period in which our American Carnot doubts 
even the practicalality of freedom ? } 
Abolitionists petiuon for the immediate abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. This, you say, is 
‘utterly impracticable.’ I cannot find, from your let- 
jter, that you think it will be any more practicable at 
any future day than it pow is. Your hope ts at least 
avery fecbleone. You had, indeed, indulged the hope EQUALITY AN OBIECTION TO GRADUALISM. 
that Maryland and Virginia would have opened the } But before J do sis) F veg leave to Observe, that the 
| way, by the abolition of slavery in those states. . Rot heumechon vou have here raised, is as strong, for the 
Tee Rare wn ee ee ot ee ogee . the | most part. against the gradual or prospective abolition, 
Spirit of si ery soe states, and you ho longer Ye proposed by yourself, as it is against the immediate ab- 
ca goodie sy wae 2 ee wee ar rest a : olition proposed by the petitioners. Should the Con- 
ao rote Rectantas (digesters pe ‘And r Faye en ae stitution of the United States be altered, as P aoe pro- 
; hs ait “ee Ree 4 bce oe diene aan} pose, it would be done without the constitutional ac- 
oe before, to the same melancholy and desponding con- tion of the inhabitants of the District. It would also 
ay hy do you think it impracticable to abolish be done without their consent or apperbenen, on va 
slavery in the District of Columb a’ Your first reason form, if i should be done before they water " ne “ ra 
is, ‘because public opinion throughout the union is abolition. A future abolition would Peres x id 
aeeiant * Sate tame tae von wee prove the | much against their wilkas a present one. : r —— 
impracticability of sustaining the sieht of petition. | Still imagine themselves the only persons rere y 
But do you therefore abandon the defence of that right? the law, and such ” statement would then a ae ee 
The tin stake uot, when. the. ailvo=| 202 8071s: ‘The ‘first principles of our free ere g 
cates of the waite man’s right of petition will be equal- | tions,’ and the ‘Declaration of Independence’ what- 
ever they may be, would have the same bearing upon 
a future, as upon a present abolition. The people of 
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ly the advocates of the emancipation of the slave, and, 





vice versa, the statesman who will not vote for the , } . 

a } ts ’ ut : ni “ slay . wills ot vi te for ve richt of | the District would be equally without a representation. 
OO alligg aN h ama Saflaa age ) Gi | Neither the supposed change in the constitution, nor 

petition, It will then he seen, as was predicted fifiy 


the act of abolition, would alter their views of the 
subject, and therefore, a gradual or future abolition, 
effected as you have proposed, if a majority of Con. 
gress and of the States, were now readv to carry it 
into execution, would be liable to precisely the same 
objection you have here made against immediate abo- 
lition. Ifthe one would be contrary to the first prin- 
ciples of our institutions and the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence—and unjust to the people of the District, so 
would the other. Have you not some cause to sus- 
pect then, that this objection is without a proper founda- 
jtion? Would it not be well, in such an exigency, 
‘when the Union of the States. and even northern lib- 
lerty itselfare pending upon the issue, (for you have 
clearly shown that neither of these can be preserved, 
}in connexion with the present slave system,) would it 
not be well, T ask, to re-examine the grounds upon 
which the obiection is founded 2 


years ago, thatthe white men who will not help liber- 
ate the slave, ‘will become base enough to let others | 
lord it over them’—that ‘if they resist, it will be the 
struggle of pride and selfishness, not of principle.’* Even 
} now, for al} practical purposes, the argument is equally 
good in both cases. Abolition is impracticable, be- 
cause the majority areagainst it. The northern man’s 
right of petition is, in the same sense, impracticable, 
‘and for the same reason. Thechonge, for the future, 
y to be favor of the whate man than of 
| the slave. Northern statesmen who now go only for 
the right of petition, will be driven by necessity or self 
consistency, to go for the right of the slave, or retrace 
their steps. And southern statesmen, who like Henry 
Clay, go for the right [or rather privilege] of petition, 
and tell us plainly, that it is not out of a regard for 
that right that they do so, but only in the hope of thus 
supporting the tram- | 
ple on that right when they find that its tolerane SUPPOSED FACTS OF TUE 
not serve their own selfish purposes. 1. In respect to the supposed facts of the ease. For 
bility of northern and of southern freedom, so far as | jf these do not exist, as you have supposed them to 
argument is concerned, stai «, then, upon precise-/ exist, then the whole argument based upon them, falls 
ly the same level. And in matter of fact, the mghts Of | to the ground. 4 
{the free are treated with the same contempt as the 1. Is it true that the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict, would ‘operate exclusively upon’ its inhabi- 


rights of the slave. 
So far as this argument against the efforts of imme-! tants, and that the petitioners out of the District, ‘are 
persons not affectec themselves by the law?’ If, sir, 
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is Mol lth WLITE tt 


slave system, will not seraple to 





CASE. 


The impractica- 
t 


} this 


diate abolitionists is concerned, they have a decided 
! advantage over every other class of men who seek the | this position be correct, then one grand objection that 
salvation of the country by the extinction of the slave | has been made against this proposed action of Con- 
Decided ana overwhelming as is the majori-| cress js demolished at a blow. It has been proclaim - 
ty now pitted against them, they ourneannee their ri-} ed from a high source, that such abolition in the Dis- 
| he or shicts inthe rz +f wey > t » . Pius . ~ 
vals, the gradualists, in the ratio ( £ the u ands t » om : trict, if sought as it is alleged to be, for the purpose 
| You, sir, can bear witness to the increasing number of! of producing an effect out of the District, if made for 
}the petitioners in our ranks. But who, Jet me inquire | the object of setting an example and furnishing an ar- 
of you, among the millions who stand aloof from Us,| eyment fur that abolition of slavery by the state Leg- 
{have seconded your own public eflorts for a more} jslatures, which you, sir, in common with abolitionists, 
gradual abandonment of the system? Within the cir-/| believe to be essential to preserve the peaceful rela- 
cle of my acquaintance. I have not heard of a single! tions and the liberties of the northern petitioners, then 


system. 


me! An hundred presses, perhaps,—scores, certain-| we are told, we have no right to seek in this way, such 
| ly—are doing tiure or less to second the offerte of the ;an object! ‘This, as you are doubiless aware, is the 
immediateists, but T cannot learn that a single editor or | fay-famed argument OT President Wayland, by the help 


correspondent of a newspaper, political, religious,| of which he arrives at precisely the same conclusion 
commercial, or literary, in the whole country, has ever | with yourself, to wit: that the people of the free 
penned a common place paragraph of even cold com-| states ought not to wield their political power for the 
} mendation of your more cireumspectand pradent prop- | immediate abolition of slavery in the federal District. 
osition of gradualism. You will not wonder much at! But if you are right, sir. in the ground you have taken, 
this, When you remember that you, yourself, had no} then the argument of President Wayland is good for 
‘faith in its success. The tmmediateists appear to be | nothing. And vice versa, if his argument be sound 
the only friends of eman ipation w ho i ally expect OF | and correct, then yours goes by the board! He tells 
ritempt any thing at all on this subject, unless we ex-~ | jhe petitioners that the abolition in the District which 
cept the few who have not yet given up ‘casting na- | they seek, would not be right, because the object of 
}tivities by the stars,’ and searching for the ‘ philoso- | that abolition is not ‘ultimate within itself’—because 
pher’s stone.’ }itis ‘for the sake of something ulterior ’—because it 
| Abolitionists will not fail to remember, in this con- | js for the purpose of producing abolition in the states, 
j nection, that the impracticability now attributed totheir | and thus, (in your opinion and in mine,) saving the 
{ plan, is not one of such anature as to adinit of no rem- country from disunion, civil war and despotism ! On 
ledy. They have heard of minorities, smaller than | the other hand, you tell the same petitioners that their 
itheirs. who have become majoriues, in their turn. It proposed abolition in the District would not be right, 
was but yesterday, when abolitionists were derided in | because it és ‘ ultimate within itself’---because nobody 
the New York city papers. as a body consisiing of | out of the District will be ‘affected by the law ’--be- 
‘twenty-two men and two women *! Your letter will! cause there is nothing ‘ulterior’ in the operation of 
‘inform your southern readers, than in at least one! the proposed act, which could give us a right to inter- 
!state in the Union, the prevailing public Sentiment Is| meddle with it! You will not be greatly surprize d 
|now possibly in their favor. You might have added | jf the petitioners should leave President Wayland and 
|that, m some other states, the abolitionists hold be- | President Adams to confute one another, and go on, 
i tween the two rival parties, a commanding balance of) as they have done, with their petitioning. 
| power—that should the elevation of Henry Clay tothe It is certainly very remarkable, that with the expe- 
| presidency depend upon his seeuring the vote of the] rience you have yourself had, and in view of the pic. 
‘empire state,’ it is commonly believed, in that state, | ture you have yourself drawn, of the perils of the Un. 
(his election will fail for want of the votes of the aboli-} jon and of northern freedom, you should nevertheless 
tionists. IT cannot think that abolitionists will be dis-) say that the petitioners, as American citizens, would 
heartened in view of an iopracticability of this nature.| + jot be affected with the Jaw’ of abolition. Which 
The whig party do not consider their plans impractica- | of those petitioners during the continuance of slavery 
| ble, because a majority have placed Mr. Van Buren in| at the national capitol, can show his head there with 
}the presidential chair. Political parties do not readily | more security than could Dr. Reuben Crandall ?— 
j abandon their favorite schemes as ‘impracticable,’ | Which of their fellow citizens should they select asa 
} because they finc themselves in the minority. They | representative to send there, that could stand up erect 
trust to the power of argument to change the views ot } without being subjected to the threat of assassination, 
{their fellow citizens. You, sir, among others, have | and of arraignment ander the slave laws of the Dis- 
| not lacked courage to stand, and act, and argue with | trict and on the presentation of its grand juries, if an 
jthe minority, when you have believed that truth and} Ex-President of the United States could not? Jf the 
right were on your side. Let me ask you whether you) petitioners would not be ‘afiected’ with the change 
ever labored in a party—minority or otherwise—who} which would restore freedom of speech in the hall of 
could bring stronzer arguments in favor of their ob- | their Representatives, where, by your own testimony 
jjects than ean the abolitionists—who could point to) it does not now exist—Wwhat is there, let me ask, that 
loftier interests, and show that those interests were | could affect them? I had supposed that Thomas Mor- 
more imminently in peril? Your own eloquent letter, | ris, of Ohio, in his late speech in the U. States Senate, 
jin which those objects are described, and the peril of | had forever put to rest the allegation that none but in- 
|those interests are set forih, is a sufficient answer to | habitants of the District have an interest in its legisla- 
\ this question. tion, and a right to have a voice in the decision of its 
But granting it to be an ascertained fact that a ma-! character. If this doctrine be true, then any conceiva- 
jjority of the people of the United States will always be | ble atrocities and crimes may be committed there, with- 
opposed to the abolition of slavery in the District of | out legislative restraint, if the municipal authorities of 
| Columbia, I apprehend that the circumstance, howev- | jhe three cities, and the majority of the white inhabi- 
jer clearly proved and strongly expressed, would de ;tants wink atit. The scenes of Alton and of Vicks- 
| nothing towards proving that the abolitivn of slavery | burg, might be enacted there daily, and the legislature 
jin the District is impracticable. It would only prove | holding ‘exclusive jurisdiction’ over it, must do no- 
j th ut abolition would remain unpractised, The practi- | thing to prevent it. Sut I need not spend time in ma. 
|cability of a proposed act, is one thing; the fact of its king suppositions, when the facts of slavery and the 
}> ing practised or not practised, now or in future, is | domestic slave-trade in the District, supply the horrid 
another. hteen centuries ago, ‘God commanded) reality, I will only add that the capture and burning 
ill men every where to repent.’ The duty, for the | of the Capitol, and Gilpin-like flight of the President 
} Most part, is still unperformed. Was it therefore im- | of the United States, during the last British war, was 
| practicable? Must we cease to urge duty, and con-! an event by which other American citizens besides in- 
c de it to be impracticable, because men reiuse to per- | habitants of the District, may be supposed to be some. 
form it? what affected. But the public were told by the public 
| journals of the District and vicinity, and | afterwards 
I will dismiss, for the present, this part of your ar-| heard it repeated by respectable citizens of the Dis. 
gument, and proceed to notice your second reason for | trict, on the spot, that the eapitol could not be defend- 
| believing that the preposition for the immediate aboii- | ed, 











SECOND ORJECTION. 














because the citizens found other oceapation in 
ition of slavery in the District of Columbia is an im-. watching their slaves !* 
practicable one. This reason is. in your View, soim- Once more. If none but citizens of the Dis‘riet 
portant that you say it would lead you to oppose, under acted by its legislation, then all arguments 
existing circumstances, such a measure. In other ist abolition in the District, drawn from the re- 
| Words, 1t is not simply impracticable, but improper. | 0 > of the slave holding states are to be disre- 





And yet I do not understand you to doubt or deny the 
consututional power of Congress to abolish slavery in| the question 
{che federal District. You doubiless admit this power, 
as you have always, hit 


northern r ves, mM voling on 
The south has no more right to protest 
igainst the freedom of the district, than the north has 
verto, been understood to ad- | to protest against its enslavement. : 

4 





rarded i present 
garded by our present 














mitit. The ‘exclusive jarisdiction’ of Congress orer 2. Allow me next to inquire atier the evidence that 
the District seems to settle that quesuon ; and you) ‘it is certain that a great majority of the inhabitants 





e-/ of the District are utterly averse to the abolition of 
holders, that no civil government has, or can have the! slavery among them?’ So long as the suspicion of 
just night to abolish slavery. On one memorable oc- | friendliness to abolition exposes an ‘inhabitant’ to 
casion you asserted the ‘war power’ of Congress, un- | imprisonment in a dungeon, and to a trial for a capital 
der certain supposed circumstances to abolish slavery, | Offence, as in the case of Dr. Crandall, I bez to be 
in even the independent states. It must bea weighty|infermed by what process it is to be ascertained 
}reason then, tha: should lead a strenuous opposer of | whether or no they are thus friendly? After the abo- 
slavery, (who sees that it threatens our country and | ition ef siavery in the West Indies, it was ascertain- 
our liberties more than any mere foreign war could | ed, on theit own testimony, that many eveu of the 
}do,) to ‘oppose’ its abolition in the federal District { ——_— . 
) This reason, as stated by you, is this. A law of abo-} *[ had a minute and graphic description of the im- 
| a. wee ould ‘operate exclusively upon the people of | becility of the citizens on this occasion, from the ven- 
the District of Columbia, against the will of that people, | erable AxTuony Cuaries Cazeyov &, merchant of Al- 
and in compliance with petitions of persons not affect- | exandria : formerly preiner of ALeEnt Gartatin. He 
} * Wm. Pinckney, in the house of deleg ltold me he was surprised with indications, that his 
) n. Pinckney, i s Gelegates, Mary- | own house servants could not be trusted. From oth- 
land—1789. ers | heard similar particulars. 


ertainly cannot take the ultra ground of a few slay 
hal 
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= 
|planters, had been for a long time, in favor of aboli- | follow that Congress is bound instantly to protect the 


{tion, but dared not avow it. 





fof the inhabitants are in favor of abolition. 


Congress must first re- | personal liberty of cach one of its unlawfully enslaved 
|store freedom of speech, by the abolition of slavery in | + inhabitants.’ 

the District, before it can be known what proportion 
Unless j careful not to occupy such a ground, 


The opponents of abolition, in the District, will be 
They will be 


| 


ithere be more hypocrisy in southern professions, than | forward to suggest that the maxim quoted from the | 
IT am willing to beiieve, there is a great amount of ab. | Declaration has a precise meaning, and must be under- 


volition there, that dares not speak out. 


population were in favor of abolition 


Congress in [82k8. 


ter the same number of names to a contrary petition 


ewange @& phenomenon. 





are not of the degraded number. 


ithe District, as it did ‘in Warsaw! 
\with it. 


/ Be it so. 
for abolition. 
would now do it, if they dared. 


for abolition, 
ness is a proper excuse for continued slaveholding, I 
can yet conceive of the fact, and cannot doubt that it 
now exists in many cases where the expression of it 
is overawed, and suppressed. 
same power in the District which overawes Congress, 


ants? 
PRINCIPLES INVOLVED. 

I will now pass to an examination of the principles 
involved in this, your second objection. Suppose it to 
be true that none except the inhabitants of the District 
| have an interest in its legislation, or can be affected 
| by its character, suppose it likewise to be true that a 
} majority of the inhabitants of the District are opposed 
ltoa repeal of the slave laws, does it follow that the 
| legislature holding * exclusive jurisdiction’ over them, 
jare bound to refrain from exercising theis constitu- 
| tional authority, by such a repeal ? 
| In prosecuting this inguiry, it may be well to remem- 
| ber, as an incidental itein in the case, that the District 
j Was ceded for the expre:s purpose of furnishing for the 








jits action should not be affected by the local interests 
} with which it was surrounded, or by a legislation, or 
) by usages, or by practices over which it held no con- 
trol. If you say then, that an institution of such an 
| all-commanding and all-subjugating power as you have 
/ shown domestic slavery to be, must not be subject to the 
‘control of the general government in that District, then 
| you in effect say, that the government must not make 
the seat of government what it was intended to be— 
|that it must not use the federal District for the very 
jobject for which it was purchased —that it must not es- 
|cape the very evils which, by the erection of sucha 
District, it intended to escape. More than this. By 
taking the ground that Congress may not abolish sla- 
very in the District, a slavery which, while it exists, is 
{too poweriul for Congress, too strong for the law, too 
; Gespotic to permit free discussion, even in the Congres- 


| Sional halls, (as you have shown it to be,) you in effect | 


jtake the ground (that the District may rule Congress in- 
stead of being ruled by it—a consummation which, as a 
{matter of fact, your letter now under review has ex- 
posed to the eye of the world. This tremendous pow- 
er may be wielded by any individuals, perhaps tran- 
sient inhabitants, whom chance or conspiracy, at any 
time, or fur any object, or Irom any quarter oF ine 
|mluve may congregate together, in the ten mile square, 
for the purpose of raling the nation. 

| And this is notall, The power that thus rules over 


Congress, and which Congress must not disturb, is a 


power subject to no other earthly power! It is nota 
legislature or a state. And it is subject to no other 
legislature, and to no other state! The ‘exclusive ju. 


risdiction’ of Congress shelters this anomalous power | 


residing in the District, from the legislative power of 
j the states from which the District was taken. What- 
ever, therefore, the slave power of the District may do, 
| neither Congress nor any other legislative body under 
Heaven can let or hinder, can do ought to curb or re- 
strain it! Who ever heard of an anomaly like this? 
|] do not wonder. sir, that you despair of the republic, 
j While you imagine her in the paws of such an inde- 
jseribable and illimitable monster. I too, should de- 
| Spar, if [did not believe the monster to be a ghost that 
‘would vanish at the day-dawn of a nation’s scrutiny. 
| Better, far better were it, on this theory of the power 
,of the federal District over Congress, that the seat of 
ithe national government had remained within the 
j bounds of either of the sovereign states, even were ita 
)slaveholding state. For in that case there mould be a 
jlegislative power that might grant us the needed re- 
j lief, if it pleased. We might appeal to the magnanim- 
ity of a Virginia or a Maryland legislature, for a re- 
|dress, which no legislative body under Heaven, accord- 
jing to your theory, can now extendtous! Were eith- 
jer or both of those states now abolitionized, the slave 
| District would still hold the nation in its power. It 
jimprisous the freeman that presumes to enter it, un- 
gagged! The freeman that hoids ‘exclusive jurisdic- 
ition’ overit! It converts northern representatives 
}into mutes! The Massachusetts representative ‘ must 
| be governed by tts will!’ The Omnipotent District is 
| the magic wand of the slaveholder, transforming us all 
jinto slaves. The ten miles square is the mistress of 
\thirteen millions of vassals, not one of whom may pre- 
| sume tc step over her threshold, except to worship her 
jor to find a dungeon ! 

But I have been led into a digression, and must re- 
turn. Iwas beginning to inquire what cause of com. 
plaint the citizens of the District could have, on the 
|score of non-representation? They knew, very well, 

the condition of their metropolitan advantages and dis- 
tinctions. They are voluntary residents of the District 
—with the exception of those whom we would render 
isuch. Why have they ro representation? Because 
; their present population does not, at the fixed ratio, 
(entitle them to have one. A territory might be placed 
/in a similar condition. Would a territory, therefore, 
have cause to complain of being governed without re- 
| presentation ? 

; The theory is an unsound, because it is an ‘imprac. 
| ticable’ one. If because the District is not represent- 
jed, slavery must not be abolished, without the ascer- 
tained voice of the inhabitants, then, by the same rule, 
there must be no legislation over the District, without 
first ascertaining the voice of the people, in respect to the 
| proposed law. Bat this is saying—either that the voice 
jof the people must be Jearned by a regular representa. 
tion, (Which is contrary to the peculiarity of their con- 
dition.) or else, it is saying that ‘the exclusive juris~ 
| diction’ of Congress must be revoked, and the District 
| placed under the ‘exelusive jarisdiction of’ the mass 


} 
{ 
\ 


| of the inhabitants, collected in one great town meeting, | 
] 


jor convention. In either case, the District would gov- 
ern the Congress, and not Congress the District, over 
which it holds ‘ exclusive jurisdiction.’ 
FIRST PRINCIPLES OF OUR INSTITUTIONS. 
this brings us to a more direct examination of 
cunstraction of the ‘first principles of our insii- 
and of ‘the Declaration of Independence 





isent of the governed.’ 





aA 
lovertarn Slavery in the District, and wherever it exists. 
If no portion of the ‘inhabitants’ may be everced. or 
be thwarted in their wishes by the government, then 
jthe slave may not be. The enslavement of lhaman 


jbeings in the ten miles square, under authority of | 


Maryland and of Virginia, came to a termination at 
the instant the District came into the hands of the na- 
bron. 


| gress for the purpose, by which the old laws of Maryland 
j and of Virginia were enacied over again. Buc if, in the 
| unrestricted sease of the terms, ‘the goverument derives 
| all its just powers from the consent of the governed,’ then 
all the just powers of Congress over the slaves must 
| be derived from the consent of the slaves! Their con- 
| Sent then, on this rule of construction, must first be 
j obtained, before their enslavement by Congress will 
i be otherwise than 


our institutions,’ the ‘ Declaration of Indepeodence,’ | the powers, 
It would | of Congress, let them say so, at once. 


and the maxim you have quoted from it. 


resided in the federal District, fifteen years ago, it was : 
confidently said that more than one half of the white | say that a majority of the governed is intended? And 
A petition for |that no law can be ‘just’ which a majority have not 
that object, signed by upwards of eleven hundred re- isanctioned? This would be saying that justice and in- 
spectable citizens of the District was presented to | just ce are qualities to be changed by the counting of 
During the last session, Mr. Clay, |numbers. Jt would be saying that whenever the slaves 
it would seem, was able to procure only about one quar- shall become more xumerous than the rest of the com- 
.{maunity, it will then be ‘unjust’ to hold them without 
That a majority of the inhabitants of the District | their consent. Will siaveholders agree to this doctrine? 
wish to live under a system of gag law, and a system } It would also be saying in other words, that the will ot 
which is found to prevent any regular plan of govern } the majority is synonymous with ‘justice,’ and that mi- 
ment for the benefit of the District, I for one, must be | norities, while remaining such, have no rights. 
permitied to doubt, until L find ine evidence of so | minorities agree to this doctrine ? 
Certain am I, that if the 
whites of the District are so debased as to prefer their 
present servile condition to that of freedom, the co/sr- | such * first principles’ 
jed ‘inhabitants’ whether in bonds, or nominally free, 
} ‘Order reigns in’ 
First bury the 
; fetter, and then see who, and how many, are in love 
I know it may be sAid that a large proportion 
sof the inhabitants of the District are slaveholders. 
Yet in 1828, many of them signed petitions 
Some of them, to my own knowledge, 
Washington was a 
slaveholder, but I will not discredit the sincerity of 
his professions, when he declared his readiness to vote 
Without admitting that such a readi- 


Is it incredible that the 


should also overawe a large portion of the inhabit. 


|} general government a fit place for its residence, where | 


| probably have seen, is the doctrine of Samue! Young, 
‘derives all the just powers of government from 


: ¥, c i 
eral interpretation of this maxim would, at once, | 


The slavery that has since existed, in that Dis-! 
juriet, has existed under tie specific enactment of Con-| 


‘contrary to the first principles of | sir, the inhabitants of the District do not consent to 


When I /!stood with certain necessary restrictions. 


And what restriction. will they suggest? Will they 
/ 


Will 
Is this the ‘first 
I am sure you cannot 
Your whole course has been ‘contrary’ to 
as these. And why should not 
| the legislation of Congress over the District be ‘con- 
jtrary’ to them ? 

It is high time ‘the first principles of our institu- 
tions’ were more distinctly comprehended than they 
|seem to be. If by ‘our institations’ you mean, as ] 
| presaine you do—‘ our institutions’ of freedom—in dis- 
jtinction from ‘our institutions’ of despotism—their 
, eXistence, as well as their good name, and their value, 
;must depend on their conformity to the principles of 
jeverlasung rectitude, and the beneficial purposes of 
|eivil government. If ‘our institutions’ are based on 
}any principles inconsistent with these, they must fall 
betore the light of Christian investigation, and no mat- 
‘ter how soon. 

What then, let me ask, shall we understand by the 
| doctrine that ‘derives all the just powers of govern- 
{ment from the consent of the governed?’ I know of 
but two constructions of this maxim, that have obtain 
jed among those who profess to adopt it, and who call 
{themselves republicans. And this leads me to add 
| that of republicans, there are two kinds—the Atheistic 
}and the Christian. 1 will speak of them both. 

} The Christian republicans were the founders of our 
| American republics. The foundations were laid before 
| the revolution. The founders were imperfect, like oth. 
fer good men. The most of them had not learned to 
i distinguish the church from the state. They commit- 
|ted many errors. Yet they founded Christian repab- 
jlics. This was done by the Paritans.—This was done 
{bv Roger Williams, who laid the foundation of civil 
| liberty in the rights of conscience, and proved that man 
| has an inalienable right to be free, because he has an 
indestructible right to obey God, and an immortal ex- 
istence to devote to him. It was also done in all the 
meek glories of equity, by William Penn and his suc- 
cessors, who knew how to reconcile civil government 
and its penal sanctions with Christian forgiveness and 
peace. These successful experiments laid the basis of 
our presentrepublic. If Thomas Jefferson doubted the 
superhuman origin of the Christian faith, he neverthe- 
less did honor to its ethics. He acknowledged that he 
| derived his first hint of a just government from the 
| discipline of a Christian church, of the Baptist sect, in 
, his neighborhood, whose polity was similar to that of 
| the New England Puritans. It was by Thomas Jeffer- 
son, and in an atmosphere such as has been described, 
jthat the Declaration of Independence was written 
Can we doubt, then, with what sort of qualification, 
lor restriction we should understand the sentiment, that 
,civil government ‘derives all its just powers from the 
| consent of the governed’? Appealing as the signers 
solemnly did, to their Creator, for the rectitude of their 
| intentions, and claiming that they were ‘ endowed’ by 
(kim with ‘certain inalienable rights’ which they com- 
| plained had been unrighteously infringed, can we con- 
) ceive that they claimed a power independent of his 
| power? that they intended to claim for human_ beings 
|a right to frame and administer any such government 
jas ved Supposed interests might dictate, without sub- 
jection to the laws of equity and the authority of God ? 
| Can we avoid the conclusiou that when they said civil 
| ‘government derives all its jast powers from uc eon 
| sentof the governed,’ they simp!y intended to say that 
) su far as human authority had any thing to do with 
the establtshmeant of a human government, the consent 
of the governed was the only and the indespensable 
charter? The only one that could be needed to give 
i‘ legitimacy’ to the government—the only one that 
| could suffice to shield the government from the charge 
jof lawless usurpation? ‘Chey were Joudly called up- 
jon tu say this, standing up as they did, against the 
}usurpations of those, who, not content with main- 
jtaining that civil government is an ordiance of God, 
\appointed to be a terror to evil doers, proceeded to arro- 
| gate to themselves, personally, and to their heirs after 
| them, forever, the ‘divine right’ of lording it over their 
; equal brethren, without their consent, and of being 
| obeyed in all their capricions mandates, whether just or 
| Unjust—who claimed, in a word, the same kind of ‘di- 
| Vine right’ that is now claimed by the despots of the 
; Federal District, and who now affect the same omnipo- 
| tence and superiority to law, that the British pariia- 
How little could our fathers have 


| principle of ovr instivations ?? 
| think so. 


;Ment then did. 
{imagined when they signed that memorable Declara- 
| tion, that their solemn protest against despotic power, 
} in that instrument, would have been so soon construed 
jinto its sacred guaranty, and that this construction 
; would be admitted, and even pleaded by an honest and 
| able friend of human freedom—by a son of théir own 
\Joun Apams ! 

‘I adhere,’ sir, ‘to the ethies of the revolution,’ 
and therefore I cansot consent to aconstruction of the 
Declaration of Independenee, from which it might be 

inferred that the fathers of the revolution established 
}a civil government with the ¢ fundamental principle ’ 
of being ‘without God in the world.’ To admit this, 
would be to admit that the republicanism of our fathers 
was the atheistic republicanism of infatuated France 
—the republicanism that madly shouted—‘ no monareh 
in heaven, and no monarch on earth ’—the republican- 
ism that annulled law—that trampled on order—that 
fattened on blood—that revelled in crime—that made 
liberty blush and humanity weep—that sacrificed the 
citizen to the state—that exalted the demagogue to a 
divinity, and then beheaded him like a brute—that 
taught an entire generation, in the school of anarchy. 
to become the victims of a military despotism. 

I know, sir, how heartily you abhor such licentious 
principles, and I therefore wonder the more, how you 
conld have been betrayed into the strange error of giv- 
ing them your constructive sanction.—Consider, I be- 
seech you, for one moment what the sentiment is, that 
you have’endorsed. It is a sentiment that would iten- 
tify republicanism with the abrogation of civil law— 
that would annihilate or bring into contempt civil gov- 
ernment itself. The government ‘derives its just powers 
from the conseut of the governed.’ From this princi- 
ple you have inferred that the only government of the 
Disiriet of Columbia cannot, without injustice to the 
majority of the inhabitants of the District, protect the 
minority from the individual irresponsible power of 
the majority—that it cannot, without injustice, ‘exectute 
judgment between a man and his neighbor,’ or ‘deliv- 
jer the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor ’—that 
) it cannot protect the weak against the strong—that it 
is bound to carry out the wishes of the majority to 
| oppress the minority—thatits only duty isto find ont 
| which is the strongest side, and support it, right or 
jwrong! That to * do justice and execute judgment ;’ 
| to ‘defend the poor and needy ;’ to be a ‘ terror to evil- 
doers ; to maintain humon rights, forms no part of 
their commission as civil rulers! This, sir, as you 





and our New York demucratic Senate, whose report 
| defends Atherton’s gaz, and maintains the daty of the 
government to carry out the wishes of the mobs. It 
is also the doctrine of jndge Lawless, who charged the 
grand jury that a marder committed according to the 
| will of the community is not cognigable by law. It is 
| the doctrine of the Rev. Hubbard Winslow, that ‘the 
prevailihg will of the brotherhood * setiles ail ethical 
questions, and decides upon all duties and all rights ! 
| Your inferential construction of the maxim seems 
indeed to include even more than its strict, unqualified 
jletter. The ‘ Declaration’ only affirms that the ‘just 
| powers of the government are derived from the con- 
jsent of the governed.’ Your application goes on the 
| assumption that each specific exercise of that power, 
and the mode of its exercise must be clothed with that 
lconsent. The governed must not only consent to the 
| authority of the government, but it must take back its 
{assent to that authority on every occasion, when a 
| law is preposed, and exercise the authority itself! If, 


the authority, the ‘exclusive jurisdiction’ 
Let them colo- 

















nize themselves, with their own consent, out of the 
ten miles square, as their slaves would gladly do: nay, 
let them but signify their desire that the « power of 
Congress ’ and the seat of government should be re- 
moved somevhere else. When they shall have done 
this, it will be in time to inquire into their complaints 
of being oppressed, because restrained from being op- 
pressors. , c ‘ 

Let me inquire a little further into the operation of 
the construction you have given to this ‘first principle 
of our institutions.’ Suppose the inhabitants of the 
District to be allowed a representative—two or three 
representatives, if you please—in the councils of the 
nation. Would this circumstance give Congress a 

rightto act on the subject? From the stress you 
have laid on the non-representation of the District, 
one might suppose that you thought so. Let the bill 
of aboliven, then, be now introduced. Congress 
would have a right to act on the question. But the 
two or three representatives from the District, we 
may suppose, would be oppeved to the passage of the 
bill. Could Congress then, ‘without injustice to the 
inhabitants of the District,’ pass the bill of abolition? 
It yea, what mighty advantage would the District gain 
by her representation? By what process of metaphy- 
sical metamorphose would the ‘injustice’ be now 
transferred into justice! If nay, what becomes of the 
link in the chain of argument, that lays so much stress 
on the non-representauion of the District? 

Once more :—If 30 or 40,000 inhabitants of the ten 
miles square must be subjected to the operation of no 
l..w against the'r consent, then why may not an equal 
or smaller namber of persons inhabiting any other 
ten, or five, or two miles square, in any other part of 
a state or nation, claim an equal indemnity? Why 
was not South Carolina nullification sound doctrine ? 
And why would not county, or town, or parish, or 
school ‘district’ nullification be good doctrine against 
national or state law, in any part of New York or 
Massachusetts? Would it be because they may vote 
for a representative? Ther allow the federal District 
a representative, and you remove this grand objec- 
tion against abolition. Suppose there were a ‘ten 
miles square’ on the back of Long Island, or in the 
vicinity of Cape Ann, or in the neighborhood of Barn- 
egat, or Chincoteague, or Cape Hatteras, or Cape 
Fear, whose inhabitants gained their living by plun- 
dering the unhappy mariners cast by stress of weather 
upon their reefs—I desire to know whether it be true 
that no national or state legislature could, ‘ without 
injustice to the inhabitants of the district,’ prohibit 
their practices of plunder, without their consent ?—Or 
because they might not send a representative?» The 
pirates of Barataria and of Ametia Island might have 
setup a similar plea. And so might the banditti 
who infested perhaps about one ‘ mile square’ of the 
thick underbrush and brushes of the federal District, 
some years since, between Washington city and Al- 
exandria, near the great Potomac bridge. President 
Monroe, as chief magistrate of the Union and of the 
Federal! District, (either wih, or without the action of 
Congress,) did not hesitate to order their suppression 
By what rightful authority did he do this# It was 
done ‘without their consent,’ and they had no ‘repre- 
sentation.’ Would it have altered the case if they 
had been so numerous, or so influential as to carry the 
majority, or at Jeast the power of the Federal District 
with them? The case is a supposable one, as the Dis- 
trict might have been enriched by levying an Arab’s 
tax upon strangers. And the victims mient have had 
sallow complexions, or their mothers before them 
might have been robbed! You may call the robbers 
criminals er felons. But what was their crime? 
They invaded human rights. That was all. Has the 
slaveholder done less? 

The truth is human government, if it be not a de- 
vise of iniquity, is a divine institution. It derives, 
primarily, its authority from God, and must conform to 
his laws. So says the English common law. 

‘The inferior law must give place to the superior ;— 
man’s laws to God’s laws.’* ‘The law of nature be- 
ing coeval with mankind, and dictated by God himself, 
is, of course, superior in obligation to every other. It 
is binding all over the globe, in all couniries, and at 
all times. No human lams have any validity if contrary 
to this. and such of them as are valid, derive all their 
force and «lt their authority, mediately OF Chere dees oly, 
from this original’ ‘Those rights which God and na- 
ture have established, and which are therefore called 
natural rights, such as /ife and liberty, need not the aid 
of haman laws to be more effectually vested in every 
man than they are. Neither dothey receive any addi- 
tional strength when declared by the municipal laws to 
be inviolable. On the contrary, no human legislation 
has power to abridge or destroy them, unless the owner 
himself commit some act which amounts to their for- 
feiture.’ ¢ 

These principles of common law. are as old and as 
broad as the world. And they constitute the grand char- 
ter, not only of the world’s liberties, but of all rightful 
civil governments, founded as all such governments 
are, for the protection of Jiberty and the maintenance 
of right. Our fathers understood these principles, and 
it was in their defence that the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was penned. When they traced ‘all the 
Just powers of governments to the consent of the gov- 
erned,’ they contemplated the governed as the subjects 
of God’s government, and as deriving trom him the 
power of self-govergment, for the purpose of enforcing 
his laws, so far as might be necessary to prevent one 
man from oppressing another. 

I offirm, then. that it was notin the power of this na- 
tion, either in forming the Federal Constitution, or in 
negociatirg with the states of Maryland and Virginia 
for the cession of the Federal District, nor in arrang- 
ing or accepting the terms of the cession, nor in virtue 
of any implied understanding, nor in providing for the 
government of the District, nor in making the arrange- 
ments which should decide whether or no the inbabi-~ 
tants of the District should be entitled te a representa- 
tion in Congress, nor by any acts of legislation over the 
District, nor by any negiect of legislation, nor by any 
necessity of preserving the Union, nor by any other 
act, or accident, or consideration whatever, to place the 
nation in a position in which it might not rightfully, 
and ‘ without injastice tape inhabitants of the Dis- 
trict,’ make use of its ‘ ex@usive jurisdiction’ over the 
District, to ‘execute justice betweem a man and his 
neighbor.’ 

I go further, and affirm, that se far from its being 
in the power of this nation to tie up its own hands, so 
that it cannot rightfully abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia, there neither are, nor have been, nor can 
be, any cireumstances which ean release the nation 
from the obligation of doing so without delay. What- 
ever considerations might have been sufficient to pre— 
vent the nation from andertaking the ‘ exclusive juris- 
diction ’ of a District in which slavery existed, and un- 
der the circumstances of the case, it could not accept 
and exercise that ‘exclusive jurisdiction’ without lay- 
ing itself under the strongest possible obligation to es- 
tablish just laws in the District. This was the very 
work they undertook to do, when they accepted the ju- 
risdiction. 

Domestic slavery is an arrangement by which one 
class of the inhabitanis are released from all the re- 
straints of a penal code, in respect to their conduct to- 
wards another class of the inhabitants, who are there- 
fore left without the prorection of a penal code. To 
say, then, that a civil government has a right to exist, 
and yet tolerate domestic slavery, is to utter the ab- 
surdity that civil government has a right to exist with- 
outa penal code—has a right to eccupy the place of 
a civil government without doing the very work for 
which civil governments are instituted, Vi2: to protect 
human rights. You, sir, yourself, in the very letter 
now under consideranon, have taught me that, if we 
take away from the Declaration of Independence its 
selfevidenttruths, the natural and inalienable rights of 
man, we proclaim the North American revolution ‘a 
foul and unnatural vedel/ion.” In other words, the na- 
tion itself has no right even to ezist, unless it. adheres 
to the doctrine of human rights. You will not think 
me extravagant then, | hope, when I only say, that the 
nation has no right to ‘hold exclusive jurtediction’ 
over a District in which she lends her sanction to the 
violation of those rights. 

And this reminds me to add that it is not a mere 
question of prohibiting domestie slavery in the District. 
Slavery exists there solely by virtue of congressional 
enactment. Its atrocities and iss horrid traffic have 
been greatly aggravated by speeifie laws for the puar- 

se. The petitioners ask fer a repeal of those laws. 

o you furnish them with a souwad and fair answer, 
when you say it would be an ‘injustice to the inhabi- 
tants of the District’ if cangress should repeal the wn= 





* Noyes’ Maxims, pp. 6 and 7. 
¢ Blackstone’s Commentaries. 
(Concluded on Lust Page.) 
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pay the enormous and oppressive expense. sap ‘S jety, let us now inquire. What has been done by that and geutlemanlike mansion surve ee te ch Resolved, That the present attempts to di¢ide and} ~ sree baentmest Aia.semends raga — hereou Jiang system of American slavery? sh.) , Aubara 
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uling <tger Does it not give direct encour- | five hundred dollars for a lac rir} g 
stances like these, is like the quarrels of the Jewish J agement and strength to the latter? idollars F \ “ ges 6, end a thomend generous, uncalled for, a palpable abuse of the power . the flag of liberty. It is true we may). : \ 
factions, while the Romans were swinging their bat- Has this d - . : jComars for an adult slave. The temptation soon be- entrusted to hom and an on or perversion of the sin- j 27 ands to war, and our fingers to fight. (He did not | straggling contest before 1 ; “Tey wo a 
tering rams against the gates of Jerusalem. It is said his Sr PuLpotERS freely discussed the subject comes irresistible, ull slave after slave supplies the gle object for wiials our Poni oot ye arseaste organiz 1- | tell us what kind of armor.) He raised up the nation | the time will come, jt » bec’ ney 
, ae ¢ velmsman boxing on deck. whenthe | ©! abolition at its annual or quarterly ings, w ls . ‘ket? ; a 55 . > 5 . ist ba > * z : 4 a : MAC, WW MUST come, who ans . 
like purser Fe FH rs — -; . peers aye ving Vicis enemies yy meetings, with a ) southern market.’ And does this gentleman’s com- j{iion was formed; and we protest against their course | to the dignity of freedom. Heaven has been profuse in | God will hear the cries of tl ire. suggested 
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ence to pro-slavery men, and then labor to counteract 


against. joining anti-slavery societies, or uniling with ;@Xtravagance, and enjoy ‘ease and popularity.’— 
others in the glorious work of abolishing slavery ?; Consequently, this inhuman slaveholder, who can 


al character—the great principles of humanity which | preud people. We are degenerated. Evils of various 
it promulgated, and for which it contended. {kinds abound. The name of Jehovah is not rever- 
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they build up by voting, what they are trying to over members, from joining in connexion with other de-, his own offspring, too, to maintain him im idleness, | fundamental document of our national existence, was | ried to every honed Jesus Christ tina wot the affection oH ; ve t », like him 
throw by praying and ‘agitating? Shall they voie ileal. te catitiatt pate as WL j | luxury end extravagance, bas the ‘most hearty c not, as some have impiously called it, a ‘ rhetorical | bee < ie aad wens {OUS publicly to introduce the sydiee ich I knew t 
for governors, who will fill their state messages with b ee cere Jeers eres ane Ss of J ; G “ * 6s Sates flourish ’--but a solema proclamation of the natura] | gratitude and obedience of the great majority of the | sances, lectures have been de! wail : subiect of j 
. Pinte a < : 2h. . nevolence - s avorehensi os ‘fact. | Passi se ay ! : r com- . s " wil - tite : os a se o- ‘ws : ne 2 . . iT » ud py , : 
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some abolitionists at the expense of the judgment and 
understanding of the whole body of them? Shall they 
elect representatives to General Court, who will echo 
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dictates of conscience ; but in those of a more elevaied, | {'o™ his wife and family, lodged in some negro jail ; 
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pare and sublime nature, the free toleration of con- | 0d finally driven, one ot a hand-cuffed gang, to Ala- 


Resolved, That the framers of the Constitution of | vice triumphs—infidelity abounds—crimes of gigantic 
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Resolved, That no compact, however solemn, into | Jeges,—all obtained with the price of blocd,—let us se- 
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pretend at the same time, to be abolitionists. But 
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We know what we speak,}clude that subject from our columns !—ay, and what 
jis yet more remarkable, ‘in the name of the miilions 
of our enslaved countrymen, and of their dreadful re- 
ality of suffering’! What a terrible thing is free dis- 
cussion! But we cannot allow our friend to avoid the 
real question at issue, by an attempi to be pathetic. 
In such a connexion, what is said about the dreadiul 
suflerings of the slaves, though written with much sin- 


gacou 


sm in New England. 
ind whereof we affirm; and we assure them that the 

| pro-slavery party, to a man, in this Commonwealth, 
takes sides with them—whilst their course is strongly 
ademned by the great body of the earhest and truest 
We give them a problem to 
as it is falsely charged, the Massachusetts 


friends of emancipation. 


D ot faee tf 
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‘y 
ag 


| 
| 


Society has lowered the abolition standard, and 
‘suffered the staff of accomplishment to pass from its }cerity we doubt not, sounds very much like a senti- 


hands. and thas has virtually gone over to the side of | mental flourish. It savors also of self-complacency, 
: 


the enemy, (what a charge !)—and if the new organ-|in assuming that non-resistants are not as sound abo- 


litionists as other men. And we have only to say, in 


| conclusion, that we have no professions to make of at- 


; \ 
ization be the intrepid, uaeompromising, efficient op-| 
\ 


ponent of slavery—how does it happen that there is 
much sympathy felt for the latter, and so much an-/tachment to the anti-slavery cause. We expect and 
inosity cherished toward the former, by all that is | desire to be known by our fruits. 








spurious under the name of abolition, and all that is { — 5 : . 
From the Pennsylvania Freeman. 


. ; ; oe | 
pro-slavery in spirit?) + If ye were of the world,’ said | 
: = i> ' } . ? . * 
Tesus to his disciples, ‘the world would love its own ;| 4 7 Our friend Johnson, editor pro tem. of the Lib 
> : erator, devotes nearly two columns of his last paper to 








» are not of the world, therefore it hateth you. !onrselves.(1) We are sorry for this, for although we 
So, if the Massachusetts Society had departed trom its} give him full liberty to say of us whatever he thinks 
just in proportion to the extent of its| proper, (2) yet, as he expects to abolish slavery solely 
the enemies | by moral suasion, it seems to us that his colamns could 
swerved one be mach more profitably occupied with articles on the 

great subject of Emancipation, than with captious and 
| wnjast attacks (3) upon those who, with heart and 
{soul, mind and strength, are devoung themselves to 
!the cause of the slave. A solemn sense of duty to that 
cause has compelled us to differ from the new views (4) 
‘of our friends of the Liberator, but we have manifest- 
/ed our dissent openly and frankly, and with none other 
lthan kind feelings(5) We shall not now gratify the 
}enemy by engagivg ina pitiful, personal controversy 
| with them. Our character as a man end an abolition- 
ist, we shall not undertake to defend. Let those as- 


original ground 





aberrations would be the tification of 






of liberty and equality. But it has not 


h of rectitude, as those en- 





hair’s br 
emies know full 
nd that the new organization is the offspring of per- 


and sectarian 





; and they also as readily under- 





sunal jealousy, ¢ ‘al management, 


Hishness. Hence their approval of the one, and their 


condemnation of the other. 


The Pennsylvania Freeman of the 27th ult. contains 


some editorial comments upon our Reply to Mr. Bir- 











Iney. All x to. them, our bro. Goodell says, § His ; : : “a 
A ap 2 daewtermag ane = ct ba 7 jsail it who will. We have grown familiar with abuse 
{Mr. W rs] views of Politics aud Non-Resistance | trom eur enemies ; we can bear with misrepresentation 

I 
we just and discriminating our readers may | eyen from our friends. While we are able to labor at 
be able to decide wpon the justice and discrimination all, our efforts shall be directed against slavery, and 
- } , 4 lope 4 I~ , . 
: , n beh: selves. nm attacke : 

evineed inthis panegyric, we copy the article from | 2et 19 behalf of ourselves. When attacked by our 


a Pinemen. ahove alinded ws.  dilee austin our peacefully-belligerent friend of the Liberator, we shall 
je hi segy idige Minatatvind tas cea Aer quoung Our! endeavor to reduce to practice his beautiful theory of 
iremark, that we believe non-resistance will aid in-} pon resistance.(6) 

One word in regard to Pennsylvaniaabolition. At 
the meeting of the State Society, held in the 10th 


stead of injuring the anti-slavery cause, ‘though not 


necessarily conne ted with it, so far as the present ¥ ‘ 

} ’ 1 feins shy: aed i month last, at Coatesville, the following resolation was 
rganization is concerned, friend Whittier observes— |, 

} " adopted, which our friend Johnson will at once per- 

| Nowin all this we doubt not our brother Garrison | ceive is still stronger than that adopted by the Ameri- 








is entirely sincere. With one of his intellectual tem-/can Anti-Slavery Society, which he so violently con- 
perament, to Jel is to know : doubt is inadmissible.|demns. The vote, we believe, was unanimous in its 
He believes in the sincerity of his heart that his new, favor, and no member of our society regarded it as 


religious doctrines are ‘destined to pour new life-blood | waproper, or uncalled for. : 
\iato the veins of Abolition, and preserve it from corruption, |‘ Resolved; That as there are no circumstances which 
l|hence, as an abolitionist even, he feels bound to advo- } can justify the slaveholder in refusing to emancipate 
leate them in his paper, as he has done for the last, the slave, end no circumstances which can justify the 
three years Southern statesman in neglecting to break the yoke of 
Now. we may believe that the doctrines of the Soci-! oppression inthe slave states—so there are no circum- 
lety of Friends, if generally adopted by abolitionists, | Stauccs which can justify Northern freemen in neglect- 
' would be beneticial even to their abolitionism. What ig to break the yoke of oppression, in the District of 
jihen? Shall we make the Freeman a sectarian pa- Columbia, which they are constitutionally and politi- 
} per: (1) and div ide our attention so nearly between | cally able to do, by thetr votes for members of Congress, 
lassaulis upon slavery, and animadversions upon | and Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the United States 
ereeds, ceremonials, and a hired ministry, (2) as to) —and we circumstances which can justify them in neg- 
| make it difficult to decide for what purpose it was es- | lecting to abolish the relies of slavery in the non-slave- 
itablished ! | holding states, by their votes for the legislators and ex- 
| We readily admit, that, strictly speaking, the Liber- | ecutive of the same.’ (7) 
lator is votthe official organ of any abolition Society.| Theresolution offered at the late annual meeting, 
But it is held forth to the world as ‘the organ of the| was drawn up by our beloved brother Gerrit Smith, 
| ereat anti-slavery movoment’ Hence by a stronger rea-/| merely as a text for a speech on the duty of abolition- 
json should that paper of all others, as the recognized | 1sts to breale thoir politieal parties, aad 
lorgan of Tne cause itself, be held entirely aloof from | vote only for good men and true, on the question of 
ithe sectarian views of its editor.(3) Let it present noth- human rights. The views of the Society on the sub- 
ing but pure, unadulterated abolitionism.(1) Let that | ject of p tica} action, in all its bearings, will be found 
{stand forth in its distinct and perfect beauty. Let its | in the excellent re solutions of the Coatesville meetin g, 
‘ oditor, as ifs editor, be known only as the friend of the and we are happy to say that in these views our friend 
suffering and the dumb.(5) Let his fervid zeal—his | Smith most heartily coincides. (8) 
}solemn and impressive language—his ‘words of Remarks, 
| weight and fire’ have their full effect upon the mind | 
land heart of the reader, divested of any extraneous! . hen tn teen ae a 
prej dice and totally disconnected from the sectarian fortunate argument. yere be as nothing of a mere 1y 
sentiments above alluded to.(6) In a word, let the} personal nature in our remarks. 
suave have the Liberator as his own (7) Let its ban- (2) This seems to us 
lner,as it unrolls to the eye of the task-masters of 
| America, bear no other inscription than that of ¢ Avo- 
lritron.’ Let it be, as at the beginning, a sign of hope 
}and promise to the bopdman : a warning and rebuke to} 
j the oppressor (8S) Whatever its editor may feel him- 
self called upon to do in another capacity—whatever 
sentiments he may embrace, on other topics, we con- 
jjare him, in the name of all thatis precions in our 
| eause—in the name of that very peace which he advo- 
I onte s(2)—in the name of the millions of our enslaved 
|countrymen, and of their dreadful reality of suffering 
'—to make the Liberator indeed and onty, ‘the organ 
| of the Aati-Slavery movement.’ 
} 
} 








away from 










(1) Not to you, friend Whittier, but to your most un- 





much like a taunt, but 
The gift, however, is 


very 
perhaps it was not so meant. 
superfluous. We have neither talents nor fame like 
Whittier, to render us worthy of his notice; but the 
ak frecly and frankly of his public con- 
neverthe- 


we shall certainly exercise when- 









‘liberty’ to sp 
duct, and to examine his arguments, is eurs, 
This ‘liberty’ 
ever we ‘think proper,’ but always, we hope, in a 
spirit of kindness, candor and love. 

(3) Friend Whittier is unduly sensitive, 


| 


We made 
| no ‘attack’ upon him, but endeavored, in our plain, 
blunt way, toshow the fallacy of his reasoning, and the 
i great injustice which he had doneto the Massachusetts 





’ 


(1) We have put, as a caption to this article, ‘ New 
Views of Seetarianism.’ It is a member of the Socie-} Anti-Slavery Society by welcoming to the field its un- 
ty of Friends—it is an abolitionist—it is the enlighten-|relenting foe. We spoke freely and strongly, it is 
ed John G. Whittier—who de that true; but not, we think, captiously or unjustly. Our 
| peace is ‘sectarian,’ and therefore that its free discus} language, it may be, was not in good taste; but can 
| sion in an in lependent anti-siavery journal is very im-} friend Whittier answer our argument? Can he show 
proper s!! What ‘just and dis- | why there was any more call for a separation between 
eriminating vi¢ Sec. | Elizur Wright and Wm. Lloyd Garrison, than there is 
tarian? Is or the temperance, or! between C. C. Burleigh and himself? Can he put his 
the moral reform, or the anti-slavery cause, sectarian?) finger upon asingle reason for the formation of a new 
jIs it not above all sectarianism, and contrary to its | Society in Massachusetts, which does not involve 
spirit? Aad is the cause of peace, or non-resistance, | charges against the old one that vitally affect its repu- 
property, or under the control of any/tation? Lethim do it, if he can. 


aa oy 
| fares the cause ot 








and bly injuriou 


+? 





exclaims our bro. Goodell. 





the anti-masonic, 


}the exclusive 


Vill he pretend 





sect? No. Are not they who embrace it drawn to-\ thatthe charges brought against the old society, by 
gether from the various religious denominations, as} Messrs. Phelps, Wright, Wise, and St. Clair, afford no 
/are those in the abolition ran by affinity of views) just cause of complaint or controversy? Does he 


Yes. Are they to be branded as sec-| think those charges are true? 


when, in fact, they have ceased to be such, and | nay. 
jare trampling sectarianism under their feet? 


jand feelings? Let him tell us, yea or 
If he says yea, then let him and all other aboli- 
Is this} tionists act consistently with that belief, and give the 
We com- { Society no quarters until it repentsof its sin. If he 
| plain of our friend Whittier, that he does not meet the says nay, then we ask him how he can take sides with 
| question fairly—that he is constantly making a false! those who utter these cruel charges? The old society 
issue—that he manufactures men of straw, as substi-| is either guilty, or not guilty. If guilty, then there 
tates for living flesh and blood, and imagines they will! was just cause for a new organization ; if not guilty, 
‘do the State some service.’ 


(2) Another man of straw 





jtarians 





tir? is it ‘just’? is it ‘discriminating’? 


jthen that organization was uncalled for, and ought to 
a begging of the whole! be opposed. We call the attention of friend Whittier 
question. Whathas the cause of peace to do with | to this simple, tangible point—the very hinge on which 
‘creeds, ceremor and a hired ministry,’ any more!the whole question turns. Will he look at it? Will 
Yet here the free discussion of it is} he attempt to show any flaw in our argument? We 
regarded—by a Friend, too'—as a sectarian affair!) speak not captiousty, but kindly, under a deep convic- 
What ‘discrimination’! Is it true, as our friend in-|tion that he has done great injustice to the old and 
sinuates, that it is ‘difficult to decide’ what is the pre-| tried abotitionists of this Commonwealth. 
cise character uf the Liberator? Is the slaveholder, 
he slave-trafficker, the colonizationist, the apolo 
man of 


j 





than abolition ? 





(4) The question is not as to ‘new ries,’ but as to 





ist of | the character of the new organization, and the truth or 
and blood, in doubt on | falsehood of its charges against the old Society. 
Is the slave or the free man of color un. ! (5) Friend Whittier’s feelings are not kinder than 
hat the paper was established?!our own. Have we 

It may be that ‘in these misty times,’ their ‘ vision is! thoughts ‘openly 





| slavery, the violence 


i this subject? 


able to deterinine for 





done more than speak our 









though penly and frankly’? 
| ne ’ W- still stine th the . i re ‘ ‘ 
re dull; still, instinct with them is a great (6) If friend Whittier would avoid a yersonal contro- 
mater. | versy, why all this talk about himself, and nothing on 


(3) Observe, again, how we are reproached as sec- | the question at issue? We said nothing about his 
We 
It was his 
it is that only which 
of any | he has any occasion to defend. Dignity, indepeadence, 

jand self-complacency, are excellent in their place, but 
(4) That is, let it not tolerate the discussion of the} when presented us @ substitute for argument, or used 


y because we allow the peace question to} « chara 





tanan, s 


Dp cler as a2 man’ or as ‘an abolitionist.’ 


‘nt of} made no attack upon him in any way. 
logic only that we assailed, and 








ely discussed, pro and con, in one depart 





our paper! Such a charge is equally ridic 


| unjust, and is unworthy of the head and beart 


| one calling himself an abolitionist. 


question im its columns! We shall do no stich | as a covering for error and sophistry, are grossly per- 

If that discussion can injure the abolition | yerted. 

| Dr ean . @é bh | 

j cause, thea our Cause is not of God, and must perish | 
We are surprised and ashamed at all this. 


a GL 


(7) To this resolation, taking it in its most natural 
a | sense, and as it was no doudt understood by those who 

(5) Mark Thec soft etn oft 3 én oo ae t 

@) Mark, er The cause of peace is treat-| passed it, we see no objection whatever. It is only by 

ed by friend Whutier as something wholly distinct) a fureed and unnatural construction, that it can be 


i 

} once more 

j | 

wwii nay, as really & We ask 
j 











stile to the cause of humanity i! tarned into a censure of non-resistants. 

How ‘remarkably jost and discriminating’! Hesays| friend Whittier if he believes that a resclution deciar- 
tous—if you would be ‘known os!y as the friend of ing it to be the duty of every abolitionist. whom the 
the suffering and the dumb,’ don’t let any body say one] law grants the privilege, to go to the polis, could be 


rps aa 


passed ia the Pennsylvania AntrSiavery Society? 
Would that Society condemn C.C. Burleigh as a re- 
creant abolitionist? We do not believe it, nor do we 
believe that the resolution adepred by it last October 
was intended to bear such a construction. The dis- 
covery that abolitionists, as such, are bound to go to 
the polls, whatever may be their opinions of human 
eavernment, had uot ther been made. 

. (S) Does triend Whittier mean to say that Gerrit 
Smith ‘most heartily coincides’? with the doctrine of 
\the new organization, that every abolitionist, to whom 
‘the law grauts the privilege, is bound by the Constitu- 
tion to go to the polls? Ifhe means less than this, 
i the reference is ont of place ; for that isthe only point 
fin dispute. Hf the Coatesville resolutions do het in- 
lvolve this doctrine, the old Society in Massachasetts 
would ‘coincide’? in them as ‘heartily’ as brother 
Smith, or any one else.—s. 





FOURTH OF JULY. 
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i As we were absent from the city on the 4th 
inst , and therefore could not attend the meeting held 
here on that day by the friends of our cause, a corres- 
poudeut bas kindly furnished us with the following 
sketch, which we insert with pleasure.—;, 


THE CITY ANTI-SLAVERY CELEBRATION. 
The meeting in Chardon Street Chapel, was an in- 
teresting and profitable one. The venerable Peter 
Sanborn, who was settled forty years since as a con- 
gregational orhodox pastor in Reading, commenced 
the exercises by invoking’ the divine aid and blessing 
for the cause. He is a relic of that earlier time when 
orthodoxy was anti-slavery ; and one of those to whom 
it came nd® as a new thing to pray for the slave, though 
the doctrine of immediate emancipation was new to his 
ears. When his heart received that cheering doctrine, 
he was ready to co-o, erate with a? men for its promul- 
gation; and the present stress of weather has not 
driven him from his post. 
‘thou old and true Menenius! 
Thy heart is purer than a younger man’s.’ 








j 
This most animating, most humiliating day im the 
lealendar was very widely rescued, by the friends of 
virtue, temperance,and emancipation, from its castom- 
lary desecration, and devoted to the furtherance of 
ithose great moral enterprises, upon the success of 
, which depends the perpetuity of the republic. Unless 
ithe southern slave-masters can succeed in lynching 
i that incendiary jubilee, it will work infinite mischiet 
itu their ‘peculiar iastitution.” Every year it is be- 
coming, more and more, a real anti-slavery anniversa- 
fry. Whatis tobe done? The American people, if 
they mean to ‘keep the peace’ with the South, and 
{give no countenance to the fanatical proceedings of 
the abolitionists, must enact a law, forbidding the ob- 
servance of the Fourth of July, under severe pains and 
penalties. It is positively a day full of danger to 
tyranny ; and what right have the people of the north 
to jeopard the lives of their ‘southern brethren,’ by 
{celebrating it with so much ‘pomp and circumstance ?” 
Is this doing as they would be done by? If they held 
slaves, would they like to hear any thing said abont 
the jnalicnable rights of man, or the right of an op- 
pressed people to throw off the government by which 
they were kept in bondage, and wade through rivers 
of blood to freedom ? Not they. Well, then, ‘what. 
soever they would that men should do to them,’ &e. 
Therefore, they ought not to ring any bells, discharge 
fany cannon, or make any speeches in favor of univer- 
{sal liberty, on the Fourth of July. We prove it by 
‘the Book.’ 

The Fourth of July, though in ’76 it contemplated 
mainly, if not exclusively, the deliverance of white 
mea from the yoke of oppression, is destined to bea 
mighty instrument ia the hands of the God of jus.ice, 
for the redemption of a groaning world. The intel- 
lectual and moral power of the nation will in due time 
be chicily directed to the extermination of all existing 
evils and crimes among us, on that remarkable day. 
will be less powder wasted, fewer bonfires 
liguted, smaller quantities of wine and brandy con- 
sumed; and, of course, less hypocrisy, folly and ebri- 
ety exhibited tothe world 

The manner in which the day was celebrated by the 
abolitionists of the Old Colony, was in all respects wor- 
thy of the descendants of the Pilgrims. They poured 


into South Scituate from all quarters, young and old, 


There 





}ed in mind, to attend the annual meeting of the Piy- 


;mouth County Anti-Slavery Society—to contemplate | 


the guilt and danger, rather than the glory and pros- 


: | eaciey of our country—to hear what might be said, and 


{10 see what might be done, in behalf of millions of their 
| countrymen still unredeemed from slavery. It was 
; not the desire of self-gratification, or the love of ex- 
}citement, or the impulse of curiosity, that brought 
! them together. It was not as a mere matter of form 
' that they assembled on that most interesting occasion. 
| There was soul in every countenance, and brotherly 
}love and sympathy in every breast. At 10 o’clock, A. 
M. the meeting was called to order by the President, 
{ Horatio G. Wood, of Middleboro’, The beautiful and 
! spacious meeting-house, in which our beloved brother 
; Samuel J. May statedly officiates, was compactly filled 
' throughout, below and above stairs, by those in attend. 
lance. We wish the chivalry of the South could have 
| wot asingle glance at that audience: it would have 
leovered them with shame and confusion of face, as 
they thought of the scurrilous words and savage threats 
| whieh they had uttered, in their ignorance and mad- 
) ness, against those at the north, who are pleading for 
| justice to a down-trodden race, in the name of human- 
‘ity. They would have confessed that, if such are the 
jpercans whe eempoce the anti-slavery ranks, then to 
expect to intimidate them into silence, or to weary them 
owt by opposition, or to deter them from their purpose, 
lis all a delusion. Not the least numerous, or intelli- 
| gent, or interested portion of the assembly were the 
| wraxis and matrons of the Old Colony—dona fide rer- 
{soss—and beautifully did they move in their ‘ appro- 


{ priate sphere.’ 
4 a . . . 
| After the usual preliminary exercises, (prayer, the 


i singing of an original hymn written by George Rus- 
, Seii, Acc.) Mr. May read in an impressive manner the 
j Dectaration of Sentiments put forth by the National 
) Anti-Slavery Convention in 1833. We then delivered 
jar address, in which, among other things, we endea- 
abolitionists, advanced by John Quincy Adams. in his 
recent letter. It was not a hard task to condemn him 
‘out of kis own mouth. However glowingly Mr. Adams 
|tway tbeorise on the subject of liberty, he is practi- 
cally with the South, in opposition to the efforts of ab- 
olitionists {or the overthrow of slavery ; and therefore 
lis unt 40 represent the ‘ children of Carver, and Brad- 
j ford, and Alden.’ 
j In the afternoon, the meeting was even more fully 
-— nded than in the morning. Four hours were rap- 
4 ; hig . 
2 leng series of spirited and timely resolutions, which 
{ weil be found on the preceding page, and to which we 
ical the special attention of our readers. The resolu. 
iowa approving of the Massachusetts A. S. Society, 
} was adopted by a unanimous vote—the whole assembly 
} tising to their feet in its favor. Another resolution 
| Was adopted in the same manner, without a dissenting 
vore, strongly condemnatory of the new organization. 
The friends of the slave in Plymouth county have 
thus shown themselves to be ‘one and indivisible,’ 
May they be able to maintain their integrity to the 
end! Worthy descendants of world-famous sires ! 
But, the crowning act of all was their unanimous 
Tesponse to 2 resolution, declaring that, in the opinion 
ofthe Society, Mr. Adams ‘ought withont delay to 


tesign his place in Congress to some other one, who 
can plead the cause of humanity in full faith of its 
jtrumph.’ This was like plucking out a right eye, 
jor euting of a right hand; but the cause of the slave 
j demanded it—and the sacrifice was made without a 


‘ 
| maurmur. Noble people! You have thus shown that 





j your reliance is not upon man, however great he may | 


be, bat upon the living and true God! 
We should have stated, - that, immediately at the 
i close of our address in the forenoon, a contribution was 
taken Up, When it appeared that the very liberal sum 
}of $105,59 had been contributed—$35 of which were 
in $5 bank-bills. As no effort was made, on the occa- 
1 sion, to induce the people to give freely, this contribu- 
tion ts the more remarkable. 

know them.’ 





* By their fruits ye shal} 


; Among these who took an active partin the pro. 
; ceedings Was the venerable Sern Srnacve of Duxbury, 
| wino, in his old age, is really a youthfal prodigy. In 
i clearness of vision and vigor of mind, he reminds us 
of the late patriarch and philanthropist of Providence, 
| Moses Brown. 


The hospitality of the friends at Scituate was un- 
| bounded—every thing went off delightfully—all hearts 
{ beat respousively—al} saw eye to eye—not a note of 
j discord was heard to jar upon the ear—it was a day to 
| be long, gratefully, joyfully remembered. 


t 
1 
! 
} 


‘Steting tx.’ In his Letter to Mr. Adams, our bro. 
Goodell says—* William Penn and his successors knew 
how to reconcile civil government and its penal sane 
tions with Christian forgiveness and peace.’ Then 
they knew bow to reconcile fire and gunpowder, oil 
and w ater! Punishment and forgiveness are as oppo- 
site as light and darkness. The attack upon the non- 
resistance Views of Samtel J. May and Edmund Quin- 
ey, ia such a document, is certainly uncalled for. 





; Tick and poor, the beautiful in person and the cultivat- } 


vored to refute the objections to the course pursued by | 


Mr. Sprague was elected President of | 
the County Society, in the place of Mr. Wood resigned. | 


| The Declaration of Sentiments of the Nationa! 
| Anti-Slavery Convention of 1833, was read by John 
|Pierpont. The Oration, by George Bradburn, was a 
| chaste and impressive performance, for which he re- 
jceived the hearty thanks of the audience, with a re- 
quest that it might be given to the public through the 
medium of the Liberator. 

As the box began to cireulate for the customary col- 
lection, Mr. Pierpont rose, not, he said, to inierrupt the 
contribution, but to say how necessary was its Interpo- 
sition to give still greater efficacy to words of truth 
and eloquence such as we had this day heard. Truth, 
—Justice,—Liberty ! they were glorious ideas, but of 
themselves they had no voices—no hands—no purses. 
These we must supply. They were abstractions, and 
must remain so, without our active co-operation. We 
jshould be to them voice and hand and purse. He 

could not refrain from dwelling on the circumstances 

| of encouragement under whieh we bad this day met. 
|The change effected in ten ycars, was most striking. 
| Then, the lonely bugle-blast to which our orator had 
| alluded, thrilled through men’s hearts unaccompanied. 
| Now, rose the magnificent chorus from two thousand 
organized societies, aiding, and giving effect, to its 
| clear, distinguishable tones. (Applause.) A remem- 
| brance had crossed his mind pleasantly as the orator 
tspoke, which he wonld give to the audience, as it illus- 
| trated the triumphs of the cause. Ten years ago this 
very dey, the fourth of July, 1829—where then was 
William Lloyd Garrison? Addressing the Coloniza- 
jtion Society, in Park Street Church; and the hymn 
iwhich speaks of the fanes 





‘Whose priesthood pour 

Moses and Jesus o’er— 

Then bolt the binck man’s door— 

The poor man’s privon ;’— 
|the hymn that you, sir, (turning to the orator,) have 
| honored by quoting, 
} sion.* 
}the land. Now, they are making an efiort to raise 
1 $100,000 for the cause of Freedom; and the man 
who, tea years ago, pledged $1000 per annum, for fcr 
|years, to the Colonization Society, is the same who 
| now pays $10,000 in one year to the Anti-Slavery So- 
(Applause.) M. W. C. 


to-day, was written for thal occa- 
‘Then, there was not an anti-slavery society in 


| ciety. 





| * By Mr. Pierpont. 





Wm. Goopzen.’s Reptx to J. Q. Apams. 
| will be required for allotting the necessary space to 
! this searching examination of Mr. Adams’s most ur- 
| reasonable reasons for his determination not to vote for 
‘the immediate abolition of slavery in the District of 
|Columbia. The Ex-President himself can hardly fail 
| to see aud feel that he is entirely used up, and put hors 
\du combat by the iron-linked argument of his clear- 
}headed antagonist. His unfortunate letter will do no 
‘harm to the anti-slavery cause where this unanswer- 
jable Reply is sent after it. Having refuted Mr. Ad- 
}ams’s positions, and brushed away the cobwebs with 
| which he sought to obseure the vision of the people, 
| we may regard the question of abolition in the District 
{as theoretically and argumentatively settied. For what 
| new reasons can be urged to Stay the progress of jus- 
itice and humanity, and keep our national capital a 
!mart for the sale of haman flesh? Henceforth, we 
‘shall have to encounter only the indifference, the in- 
| terest and the selfishness of political partizans. The 
;enemies of emancipation can argue no more. They 
{must hereafter stand mute. If the logic of Mr. Ad- 
ams is not sufficient to support their tottering cause, 
|then indeed mast it be hopeless. Instead of being 
discouraged, therefore, abolitionists should now mareh 
| boldly forward with the full assurance of a glorious 
lvictory. The number of petitions ought this year to 
jbe doubled; and ‘what ought to be done, CAN BE 
\DONE.’ To prepare the way for the circulation of the 
| petitions, Mr. Goodell’s Reply ought to be widely dis- 
}seminated. The Plymouth County Society, it will be 
| perceived, has voted to take 1,000 copies for gratuitous 
| distribution in Mr. Adams’s district, and the Board of 
! Managers of the State Society has ordered 2,500 more 
| for cireulation in other parts of the State. 

We copy in this connexion the following paragraphs 
from the Herald of Freedom and the Pennsylvania 
Freeman.—s. 

From the Herald of Freedom. 

Mr. Adams has written his promised letter to the 
} anti-slavery petitioners, whose petitions he presented, 
jand whose abstract right to be heard, and his owa con- 
|erete pratical right to speak, he strenuously and ably 

maintained in Congress, while the wise representatives 
| of the nation were squabbling around him in the yul- 
gar quarrel of party. The jetter has at length appear- 
ed, and it bears the marks of the strong and peculiar 
writer. So far as he is right, he goes on like a war 
elephant, bearing down whole ranks before him, toss- 
jing squadrons upon his ivory tusks, and discomfiting 


No apology 








idjy comsumed in the presentation and discussion of | whole hosts with his tremendous proboscis, while from 


| his castellated back, armed men shower javelins. But 
ihe has, in his worldly wisdom, proclaimed heretofore, 
that slavery in the District ought not to be immediately 
abolished. He could not adopt the vulgar ultraism of 
the abolitionists, He could appreciate the right of Pe- 
tition in the Anglo-Saxons of Massachusetts. It was 
connected with politics, and seats of government, and 
national declarations. The minor right, of the slave in 
the District, to Liverry, he could net value. That he 
can see taken away. And when he comes to talk of 
that, he speaks like Sampson after his hair was cut,— 
weak—not as other men—but weaker than any man— 
positively weak—weaker than par,—by so much the 
weaker than common weakness, as he 1s stronger than 
the common strength, when he is in the right. Wil- 
liam Goodell has taken up a reply to him, which will 
make Mr. Adams feel a great deal worse than An- 
drew Jackson’s election to the Presidency. That, we 
may presume, he did not care deeply about. 

Goodell has refuted and exposed Mr. Adams in 
plain, argumentative form. He had to write a tre- 
mendous long letter to do this. Mr. Adams was so 
entirely wrong, and his error was so common-place, 
that Goodell had to waste an immensity of words to 
‘give Lim a formal refutation. We did not publish 
| Mr. Adams’ letter. Goodell’s contains enoggh of it to 
show its drift. The reader of Goodell’s will under- 
stand it quite as well as if he had read it,—better than 
if he had read that alone. We publish Goodell’s by 
parts, and exhort our readers to give it a calm perusal. 
It is a powerful production, and displays the writer’s 
distinguished powers of argument. It abounds with 
proof of the wonderful steadiness and clearness, with 
which he can hold his adversary all up before him, and 
see the whole of him, and whereabouts lay the weak 
and vicious parts of his reasoning. We pity Mr. Ad- 
ams—but it can’t be helped now. Let great men lay 
aside their pride, and they would escape these pit-fails. 





Fiom the Pennsylvania Freeman. 


and confidence, that we have risea frou the perusal of 
a letter addressed to Ex-President Adams. by William 

Goodell, occupying more than two pages of the Friend 

of Man. [tis a noble letter—the very ablest anti. 

slavery document of the kind which we have yet seen. 

it should be forthwith published by the American An- 

| U-Slavery Society, and scattered over the land. The 

confident trust which it manifests in the power of 
tenth, and the efficacy of the measures pursued by ab- 

olitionists, will infuse new courage into the hearts of 
the desponding, and add new energy to those of the 

faithful and unwavering. It will be to them as ani- 

mating as the sound of Biucher’s bugie-blast to the 

troops of Wellington, when sinking under the fiery 

onsets’ of Napoleon’s cavalry at Waterloo. Tis expo- 

sition of the ample resources yet left us ef our abihty, 

under God, to grapple successfully with slavery, to 
those who have sorrowfully pondered over the despond- 

ing leiter of John Quincy Adams, will prove 4s 


‘ Welcome as the ery of ‘land!’ 

To the world-seeking Genoese, — 
Wrfen the land wind from fields of balm, 
And orange bowers, and groves of palm, 

Biew o’er the Haytien seas.’ 








: ce Lt 


Reso.vtions are sent us for publication, on both 


sides of the new organization question. As we do 
not rely on the Reduclio ad nose-count-endum 


welcome, only leave us ourselves und a decent pre- 


It is thus that the friends of the new organization 
endeavor to conceal their disappgintment and chagriv 
at finding their factious movements repudiated and 
condemned by almost the entire body of the abolition - 
ists of this State. Who believes, that if their move- 
ments had been seconded by any considerable portion 








It is with no ordinary feelings of pleasure, hope,* 


of the sound friends of the cause in any part of the 
| State, they would have neglected to present the public 
with the evidence of the fact? Condemned almost 
unanimously, they affect great indifference to the ver- 
| dict of the long-tried and faithful advorates of the ab- 
jolition enterprise. ‘The grapes are sour,’ as the fox 
jsaid when the vines were so high that he could not 
| reach ‘Take the noses and welcome,’ says 
ithe Abolitionist, ‘only leave us ourselves and a de- 
|cent pretext for seif-respect.’ We shall leave them 
| ‘themosdoaty? certainly; bat as for the ‘ pretexts,’ they 


them ! 


are even more scarce, if possible, than the *noses.’—J. 





Hear! near! In the Massachusetts Abolitionist, of 
yesterday, is a characteristic communication from Or- 
ange Scott, respecting the new organization,&c. Among 
other things, equally veracious and dignified, he says: 
‘There were thousands [where are they ?} in Massachu- 
setts, who had determined to go no farther with the old 
society. That society is not what it was when we 
joined it’ !—* We sail not under these colors,’ &c. He 
adds—‘I have no confidence in the present anti-slave- 
ry movements and measures of Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
and his particular party.” Neither have the advocates 
of slavery and colonization! ‘ His particular party’ 
—i.e. the American A. S. Society, the N. E. Conven- 
tion, the great body of abolitionists! Asan offset to 
this ‘particular party,’ he vauntingly says, that the 
new organization has received the approval of the N. 
| E. Methodist Conference, composed exclusively of min- 
This only proves just what we have affirmed 

from the beginning—that it is a purely clerical affair. 
| But be doubts not that, probably, within a “twelve 
month, there will be great accessions to the ranks of 
| the disorganizers. He says, moreover—‘ And we shall 

move the Jadies, too—i.e. THOSE OF THEM WHO 
)} HAVE ANY SENSE OF PROPRIETY (!)—And 
{there are many thousands such in Massachusetts. As 
{for those whose fine sensibilities lead them to wish to 
| crowd themselves forward, and speak, and vote, and 
fact, on committees, im conventions with men, [demi- 
| cods 4] why, we expect they will go for Garrison aad 
{the Liberator, as a matter of course!’ The new or- 
{vanization may have all the dedies—the old one will 
| be satisfied to have all the women. 


| 
| 





isters ! 





‘ 
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Pennsyivania Freeman. We regret that ill health 
His place is to be filled tempora- 
lrily by Moses A. Carrianp, Corresponding Secretary 
}ofthe New Hampshire A. S. Society, an able advo- 
cate of the cause.—4J. 

("We are happy to announce, that Dea. J. T. Ev- 
lerett, of Princeton, Worcester Co., will act as agent 
for the Liberator in that town and vicinity.—s. 





It is stated that Gerrit Smith, Esq. has made a dona- 
tion to the Oberlin Institute of $2,000 in money, and 
21,000 acres of land, valued at $42,000! 





FIRST OF AUGUST—TEMPERANCE DINNER. 

The colored citizens of Boston, friendly to the tee-to- 
tal temperance principle, have made arrangements for 
a public dinner on the FIRST OF AUGUST, the sec- 
ond anniversary of Emancipation in the West Indies. 
After the public exercisesat the meeting-house, the 
friends will proceed to the house of Mr. George Wash- 
ington, and from thence to the Infant School Room, 
where the dinner will be served up, on sirict tempe- 
rance principles. The undersigned invite people of 
both sexes and all complexions to join them in the 
festivities of the oceasion. 

Tickets may be obtained as follows: Of Wm. A. 
Burley, Wiison’s Lane’; Thomas Cole, Atkinson S: ; 
J. Levy, corner of Washington and State St; J. B. 
Cutler, 71 Chambers St; John J. Fatal, 70 Cambridge 
St; or of any of the comuaittee of arrangements on the 
day of the dinner, 

Lyuan Heventsson, 

Tuomas Coe, « Commitlee 

Joun B. Cur.er, of 

Joun Levy, Arrangements. 

Wm. A. Borvey, | 

JOHN T. HILTON, Pres. of the day. 

J.B. Currer, See’ry. 
Boston, July 40, 1839. 

















IN COMMEMORATION 


OFf 
The Abolition of Slavery in the British W. I. Islands. 
Rev. Jehial C. Beman will deliver an oration on the 
j Best of August, at 12 o'clock, at the Belknap-St. meet- 
} 


} 
| 
| 
| 


jing-house. Music by a select choir of singers. Orig- 
jinal Ode by S. R. Alexander. Our friends throughout 
| the commonwealth are invited to join withus. A pub- 
lic dinner will be served up by Mr. Taft, at Chelsea, at 
{3 o'clock, P. M. Tickets for $1,25 may be had of J. 
G, Barbadoes, 62 Court-St. and of Eli Cesar, 117 Broad 


St. S. R. Avexanper, 
D. D. Ree, Committee of 


Ett Cesar, 
W. Preseorr, 
J.G. Barvapoes, Secretary. 


j Arrangements. 





A CARD. 

The subscriber desires to: return his very grateful 
acknowledgements to the colored females in the Juve- 
nile Anti-Slavery Society of Salem, for fifteen dollars 
to constitute him a life-member of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society; and he hopes they will live to 
see, as aresult of their labors in part, ‘ Every yoke 
broken, and all the oppressed made free.’ 

WM. B, DODGE. 

Sarem, July 10, 1839. 





CALL FOR THE NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

At the last anniversary of the American Anti-Sla- 
very Society, it was voted to hold a National Conven- 
tion at Albany, on the 3tst day of July next. The un- 
dersigned were appointed a committee to issue a Catt 
and make the necessary arrangements for the piopos- 
ed convention. 

In executing the wishes of ihe Society, they accord- 
ingly most cordially invite all such FREEMEN OF 
THE UNITED STATES AS ADOPT THE PRIN. 
CIPLES EMBODIED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY to 
meet in convention at Albany on the last Wednesday 
of July next, 1n the 4th Presbyterian meeting house, at 
ten o’clock, A. M. 

The object of the convention is the thorough dis- 
cussion of those great principles which lie at the 
foundation of the abolition enterprize throughout the civi- 
lized world; and of the measures which are suited to 
its accomplishment in the United States, and especially 
those which relate to the proper exercise of the right 
of suffrage by citizens of the free states. All questions 
and matters foreign to this object will be cautiously 
avoided in the deliberations of the occasion. 

Urica.--W. L. Chaplin, Wm. Goodell. 

New Yors—Joshua Leavitt, H. B. Stanton. 

Trov—Gurdon Grant. 

A.bany—N, Safford, A. G. Alder, Hiram Fanning, 
Nathan Colburn. 





FARM FOR SALE. 

Situated near the pleasant village of Brooklyn, 
Windham County, Connecticut, within five minutes 
walk of the Court House, Academy, Schoo} House, 
and three meeting-houses of different denominations. 
The farm contains about EIGHTY ACRES OF 
GOOD LAND, is well fenced, with darable stone 
wall, has several never-failing springs of excellent 
water, two orchards, anda growth of thrifty wood 
sufiicient for the nse of one family. ; 

Also a large and commodious DWELLING HOUSE, 
with other convenient buildings, all in good repair. 
The house is located between two tarnpike roads, on 
which pass daily the Providence and Hartford, and 
Norwich and Worcester stage-coaches. ‘The Norwich 
and Worcester railroad is three mites distant, which, 
wheu completed, will bring Baston within six hours 
ride. For further particulars, inquire of W- L. Garri- 
son, Boston, S. J. May, Sogth Scituate, or of the sub. 
scriber on the premises. GEO. W, BENSON, 











Brooklyn, July Ist, 1839. 
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LITERARY. 


From the Philanthropst. 
THOMAS MORRIS. 

' the lay 
ane attanes for thee : 
Not for the valorous display 

Of martial feats and chivalry ; 
Or for the blood-stained laurels won 
By knightly deeds of daring done. 
Not for the palm of high renown, 
The price of blood and chains and tears ; 
Nor for the talents vainly shown 
In windy war with thy compeers , 
But for a deed more nobly brave— 
The pleading for the outcast slave. 
For this thy name shail live in song, he 
If song of mine itself shall live, 


And living bear the meed along — 
Thy deeds have earned, and faithful give 


To future time thy moral worth, 

When cold thy ashes rest 11 earth. 

And when thy proud com-patriots* lie 
Forgotien, ‘neath the silent sod ; 

And when their words and memories die, 
Scathed by the blighting curse of God— 

Thy deeds shall gain enduring fame, 

And men unborn revere thy name. 

Ah! yes, the ransomed slave shall bless 
Thy name when thou art laid at rest, 

And pointing to thy tomb express, 
‘ There lies in peaceful slamber blest, 

The advccate of the opprest’ — 

Friend of the poor and the distrest.’ 

Intrepid Statesman! when the tongues 
Of Northern Senators were hushed, 

And despots triumph’d o’er the wrongs 
Of minds debased and spirits crushed ; 

When even Webster’s spirit quailed, 

And firm John Quincy’s ardour failed— 





’Twas then thou rose to breast the storm, 

And throw thyself as in the breach— 
To raise the captive’s bleeding furm, 

And with undaunted manly speech, 
To show his wrongs—the sighs and tears 
That preyed upon his soul for years. 
Thou spake and on the oppressor flung 

The burden of thy strong rebuke, 

Till guilt alarmed and conscience stung, 
With rage and consternation shook , 
And haughty southrons awe-struck hung 

Upon the thunders of thy tongue. 
Firm and erect thou stood’st alone, 

And slavery’s haughty champions met ; 
Not the stern brow of fierce Calhoun, 

Nor Patton’s gag, nor Preston’s threat, 
Thy dauntless spirit could dismay— 
Thou fear’dst not the face of CLAY. 

Let fiery Rhett and Campbell roar 

And woman’s weak petition spurn— 
Let Waddy Thompson—Slavery’s slave— 

With fury rage—and anger burn— 
Let Pinkney, Wise, and Atherton 
Reap all the fame their deeds have won. 
But thou shalt gain immortal praise, 

Thy country’s blessings rest on thee ; 
The bondman freed his voice shall raise, 
And link thy name with Liberty :— 

For lo! thy monument shall be 
Raised in the hearts of slaves made free. 


| mS 





*Those that uphold slavery! 


ON A PUNCHEON OF SPIRITS. 
BY PHILIP FRENAEU,. 

Within these wooden walls confined, 
The ruin Jurks of haman kind ; 
More mischiefs here united dwell, 
And more diseases haunt this cell, 
Then ever plagued th’ Egyptian flocks, 
Or ever cursed Pandora’s box. 
Within these prison walls repose 

The seed of many a bloody nose ; 

The chattering tongue, the horrid oath ; 
The fist for fighting, nothing loth ; 
The passion quick ; no words can tame, 
That bursts like sulphur into flame ; 
_The nose with diamouds glowing red, 
The bloated eye, the broken head! 
Forever fastened be this door! 
Confined within, a thousand more 
Destructive fiends of hateful shape, 
E’en now are plotting their escape. 
In all their dirt of death reside 
Revenge that ne’er was satisfied, 
The tree that bears the deadly fruit 
Of murder, maiming, and dispute. 
Assault, that innocence assails, 
The images of gloomy jails, 
The giddy thought on mischief bent, 
The midnight hour in folly spent— 
All these within this cask appear, 
And Jack the hangman in the rear. 
Thrice happy he, who early taught, 
By nature, ne’er this poison sought ; 
Who, friendly to his own repose, 
Treads under foot this worst of foes ; 
He, with the purling stream content, 
The beverage quaffs that nature meant, 
In reason’s scale his actions weighed, 
His spirits want no foreign aid, 
Nor swelled too high, nor sunk too low, 
Placid his easy minutes flow. 
Long life is his, in vigor passed, 
Existence welcome to the last, 
A spring that never yet grew stale— 
Such virtue lies in Anan’s ALe. 





SUMMER FIELDS. 
The summer ! oh ’tis joyous— 

The sunny summer time ; 

The time of butterflies and bees, 
When birds are singing in the trees, 
And flowers are in their prime! 

The summer! oh ‘tis joyous! 
We will not think of care, 
With such a verdure round as spread, 
With such a blue sky overhead, 
And such a balmy air! 
Leave care until to-morrow, 
My best beloved one ; 
We have known griefs together— 
We have passed through wintry weather— 
But the winter, love, is gone! 
’Tis summer, joyous summer! 

The flowers are on the earth! 

And we, like creatures made to bless 

The Father, with their happiness, 
Will go rejoicing forth. 

Look round—how full of life, 

Of gladness, are ali things! 
The slowly-wandering flocks—the herds— 
The ceaseless singing of the birds— 

The myriad insect-wings— 
The sunny-water running on, 

Mid glancing lights and shadows— 
The flowers that spring up rich and sweet 
And beautiful beneath our feet, 

Amid these grassy meadows ! 

Oh, best beloved one! 

Cast round thine ¢ 
a all these things are good—are sent 

o wake a trustfal sentiment 

In weak ones such as we! 

God loveth all his creatures, 

Doth bless them hour by hour. 
And will he not of man take heed, 
Who so much beauty hath decreed 

Unto the way-side flower? 

Oh, best beloved one! 

Come forth this summer day,— 
Twill do eur spirits good to go— 
*Mong peasant-people poor and low, 

And be as blithe as they. 


yes, and see 


ANSWER TO JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
(Concluded from First Page.) 
just laws made for its government? Would it be more 
unjust to repeal than to enact and tu continue in furce 
these wicked and unrighteous laws ? 

I might also inquire by what process of logic it can 
be proved that Congress ever possessed any constita- 
tional power to establish slavery in the Federal District, 
as ithas done. It avails nothing to plead its former 
existence there, under state laws. Its existence there 
would have ceased, when the jurisdiction of the states 


those same laws had not been carefully re-enacted, in 
anticipation, by a law of Congress, re establishing and 
confirming those state laws. Congress has no power 
except whatis granted in she conmitution. Is the 
power of establishing domestic slavery among those 
enumerated powers? From what part of that instru- 
ment or of the Declaration of Independence shall such 
a power be inferred? Until I shall see some attempt, 
from some quarter, to confute the iron-linked argu- 
ment of Myron Houtey on this subject, * I shall con- 
tinue to doubt whether the slavery now existing in the 
District of Columbia, does not exist by virtue of con 
gressional usurpation, and in flagrant violation of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Bat waiving this point, I return to the position that 
no civil government under heaven has a mght, for one 
moment, or under any possible circumstances, to tol- 
erate a slavery like that which now exists in the Dis- 
trict. It cannot do so, without neglecting its proper 
work, and pouring contempt upon its own charter. 
There is not in the Universe of God a warrant fora 
civil government among men, except for the purpose 
of protecting human rights, and ‘ doing justice between 
a man and his neighbor.’ Neither the light of nature 
nor of revelation give us the least clue to any warrant 
for a human government for purposes exclusive of 
these. Every portion of the Sacred Scriptures that 
canbe quoted in support of such an institution as civil 
government indicates the duty of the government to 
‘execute justice.’ We infer the authority, from the 
direction for its exercise in the protection of the wrong- 
ed. Common sense coincides with the Scriptures 
For what object should men support civil governments, 
and ‘ pay tribute.’ and yield obedience to their man- 
dates, if it be not to procure the benefits of security 
from the oppressions and aggressions of their fellow 
men? In what way, and by what argument will you 
persuade men to reverence civil government as an or- 
dinance of God, or to confide in its protection or give 
it a cheerful support, if you remove from the public 
mind the persuasion that the proper province of civil 
government is the suppression of injustice—the re- 
straint and punishment of evildoers? But can you do 
this while you teach that Congress has a right to exer- 
cise ‘exclusive jurisdiction’ over the District, without 
protecting the oppressed, and without punishing crime ? 
I think you cannot. If you have proved that Congress 
ought not to abolish slavery in the District, you have 
also proved, to my mind, that Congress ought not to 
hold ‘exclusive jurisdiction’ over it. If this be not in 
accordance with the common sense of mankind, why 
is it that we so frequently hear it said, of this, and of 
that, and of the other act of legislative usurpation, that 
it is unjust, that it is despotic, that it is tyrannical, that 
the government has no right to do thus and so? Why 
does every man, in his own case, affirm this? And 
what avails it to say that civil governments possess 
only limited powers? What salutary limitations to 
their power can we imagine, apart from those which 
are imposed upon them by the changeless laws of 
equity—of nature, and of nature’s God? If the pow- 
ers of civil goverument are not to be restrained within 
the bounds of moral rectitude, by what shall they be 
restrained? If civil government has aright to take 
away all the rights of five or six thousand inhabitants 
of the ten miles square, who shall point out the limita- 
tion by which civil government shall be forbidden to 
take away all the rights of as many millions, (if a mi- 
nority,) out of the District? 


such a doctrine, from such a quarter. In the writings 
of Chancellor Harper and of Professor Dew, it would 
have been perfectly in place. With them the maxims 
of the Declaration of Independence, if recognized at 
all, might have been expected to be understood ina 
sense which would make them the guaranty of despotic 
power, instead of a solemn protest against it. Hav- 
ing disproved, as they have attempted to do, the nat- 
ural equality of mankind, it would not be marvelous 
if they should deny the power of civil government to 
maintain equal rights.—Claiming, as they do, the nat- 
ural and inherent right of the slaveholder to hold haman 
chattels, we might naturally expect that they would 
complain of ‘injustice to the inhabitants of the Dis- 
trict,’ if the practice were not sanctioned by the legisla- 
ture. +‘ Abjuring,’ as you have said they do, ‘the self- 
evident truths of the Declaration of Independence, and 


pensation,’ we might expect that they would contend 
for the principle that human governments may prac- 
tically trample upon those ‘elementary truths,’ when- 
ever men’s interests or prejudices might require them 
to do so—that the statesman must lay his conscience 
aside, while he legislates for oppressors, and consider 
himself the mouth piece of the transgressor, instead of 
the expounder of nature, the guardian of his species, 
and the ‘ minister of God.’ 
William and Mary college, would have excited no sur- 
prise. But from under the well known date of Quincy, 
and over the honored signature of John Quincy Adams, 
it was sadly outof place. It gave to the ointment of 
the apothecary an unsavory smell. It did injustice, 
sir, to the betier sentiments of your heart. It was not 
in keeping with the wonted clearness of your head. 
It was a dark spet on the sun’s disk. It seems, for the 
moment, to add one more to the catalogue of justly 
venerated and loved names, on the same page with 
‘ Dr. Samvex Jonnson’ and ‘Soame Jenyns,’ ‘ profound 





the ‘liberties’ of one class of men, who, after all, could 
maintain the rightof civil government, under given 
circumstances, todo wrong, and to infringe the liberties 
of another class. 

If, sir, from the high places of old Plymouth colony 
such theories of civil government are to be maintained 
as make the mandates of the despot paramount to the 


conscientious ruler, who affirms that ‘No HUMAN LEGIS- 
LATION CAN TRANSFORM PERSONS INTO THINGS,’ declare 
in the same breath in which he asserts this, that 
when he legislates for despots, he ‘ must BE GOVERNED 
BY THEIR WiLL’ instead of the divine will, and contin- 
ue to use ‘human legislation’ as the instrument of 
treating ‘ persons’ as ‘things’—then, indeed, bas the 
time come in which the claims of civil government 
will maintain a slender hold on the minds of conscien- 
tious men who shall receive all this as a fair interpre- 
ta:ion of the duty of the law maker, and of the nature 
} of our free institutions. Ifthis be the current sentiment 
of your region, sir, I can not greatly wonder that your 
Epsunp Quincys, and your Samves J. Mays begin al- 
ready to question whether nature and Christianity 
have approvingly sanctioned any civil government at 
all. Much as I dissent from their views, and deplore 
the dissemination of them, I do not see how any lover 
of religion and of humanity could help listening to 
them with favor, unless he were firmly persuaded that 
the nature of civil government and the ‘principles of 
our institutions’ have been very erroneously expound- 
ed, in this instance, by Joun Quincy Apams. 

But civil government, I trust, sir, as well as consis- 
tent and efficient abolitionism, (its natural ally,) can 
be successfully vindicated against the objections sug- 
gested by a perusal of your letter. The writers on 
common taw, as above quoted, can testify that civil 
government has not always been thought to possess or 
io represent an authority paramountto the laws of 
equity and of God. Permit me to add another testimo- 
ny which is the more remarkable,as it appears ina 
work in which itis maintained that Congress ought 
not to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. I 
refer again to the celebrated treatise of President 
Wayland. I have quoted him once before, in refuta- 
tion of another of your arguments. IL introduce him now 
as good authority for rejecting both his own main con- 
clusion and yours, on the subject of the District. 

‘It may be optional with men,’ says our author, ‘to 
live in solitade or in society ; but if they form a civil 
society, they are bound to form it on principles which 
God has prescribed. Men, for instance, have no right 
to forma society on the principle that the majority can 
control the consciences of the minority, or interfere with 
the rights and duties of parents and children, of husbands 
and wives.’ — Limitations p. 123. 

This, sir, is the doctrine for which I contend. You 
see, ata glence, that it annihilates the plea that the 
legislation of the federal District must be moulded ac- 
cording to the wishes of the majority, right or wrong. 
It not only lays down the frinciple, but supplies an 
apt illustration, in which the condition of the District 
itself is minutely, though unconsciously portrayed. 
It is in the District of Columbia emphatically, that ‘the 
majority control the consciences of the minority’ and 
‘interfere with the rights and duties of parents and 
children. husbands and wives.’ Thisis done by virtue 
of laws enacted by Congress. And President Wayland 
Says that no body of men can have a right to establish 
a civil society that does this. Common sense and the 
Bible accord with the sentiment. Of course it is the 
immediate duty of the nation to undo the wrong they 
have done. And Presidents Wayland and Adams do 
greatly err, in arriving 10a contrary conclusion. 











THIRD OBJECTION. 
T have now attended to your two prominent objec- 
tions against the abolition of slavery in the federal 
District. In the course of your letter I find one other 
objection. In connexion with the mention of ‘justice 
to the inhabitants of the District’ you add—‘ safety to 
the peace and preservation of the Union.’ Yet your 
letter plainly proves—and you seem to be fally aware 
—that neither peace nor the Union can be preserved 
(without the surrendry of freedom,) if the slave power 
Continues to predominate, as it nowdoes. I cannot 
natant 
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ceased, and when the state laws lost their force, if 


with them, the elementary truths of the Christian dis- | 


known laws of nature and of God, and which bid the | 


perceive, therefore, how the fear of disturbing the 
peace of the country, or the Union, can constitute a 
valid objection against the adolition of slavery in the 
District: Your letter leaves on my mind the impres- 
sion, that even in your own view there is only a dan- 
ger of these evils connected with abolition in the Dis- 
trict, while their speedy existence is certain unless the 
| slave power can be crippled. 

‘ if, as you believe, the slave faction is strengthening 
itself, daily, to tear asunder the Union, and join with 
Texas in establishing a new government, what do we 
gain by deferring the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict? Northern capital and northern enterprise are 
daily contributing to the strength of Texas. By deler- 
ring the abolition of slavery in the District, we gain 
nothing to the north, but. help strengthen the slave 
holding south, in her comtemplated treason. 

Having disposed of these three objections to abolition 
itself, 1 count it a matter of little comparative impor- 
tance to attend to your criticisms of the manner in 
| which"abolitionists seek the attainment of that object. 
| They are criticisms that have been often repeated and 
; answered. Whatever of justness or of fallacy those 
j criticisms may comprise, they do not decide the great 
; question now awaiting the public decision. Shall the 
} nation lose its liberties, or shall slavery be abolished 2? This 
jis the grand question, and every reader of your letter 
must see that it can neither be blinked, nor evaded, 
nor postponed. 





COMPENSATION. 

You seem to wonder that the abolitionists do not in- 
clude in their plan, the offer of ‘compensation ’ to the 
slave master. Yet I do not find any suggestion of that 
sort in the plan devised and proposed by yourself. 
You probably found no precedent for such a provision 
in any of the acts of abolition in the middle and north- 
ern states. Perhaps it may have occurred to you that 
such a principle, if adopted, would throw the burden 
of raising the compensation money upon the legisla- 
ture enacting the law of abolition, and that, in the case 
of the southern states, it would only be asking the 
States to compensate their own citizens. Perhaps you 
remembered that the compensation money paid by 
England to the West India planters, has proved to be 
a bonus given without any corresponding sacrifice suf- 
fered on their part, in parting with ‘the curse entailed.’ 
Believing as you do, that ‘no human legislation can 
transform persons into things,’ you could not have felt 
very strongly, the pressure of any obligation to com- 
pensate the holders of such chattels; and your omis- 
sion of any provision of that sort in your proposition, 
seems to say that you did not suppose that any thing 
would be gained by it, on the score of policy, or as a 
means of securing the popular favor. But whatever 
may have beeu your process of reasoning, you have, 
as a matter ot fact, proposed abolition without holding 
out the lure of compensation. In this you agree with 
the petitioners whom you address. I cannot see there- 
fore why you should argue the question as though it 
were a point on which their plan differs from your own. 


i 


EXAGGERATION. 
You seem to complain that abolitionists make ‘ex- 
aggerated representations of the miseries of the condi- 
tion’ of the slaves. When you shall have perused 
the new work, ‘American slavery as it is,’ by the 
‘testimony of a thousand witnesses,’ and shall have 
noticed the proportion and the import of the testimony 
that comes from slaveholders themselves, I think you 
will withdraw this ground of complaint. I confess 
that until I perused i, 1 had not begun to conceive of 
the horrible reality as itis. I blame my own stupidity 
now, in not having inferred from the brutal and arro- 
gant threats with which slaveholders seek to intimidate 
their equal fellow citizens, including the first men of 
the nation, that there is no conceivable atrocity which 
they have not been accustomed to perpetrate upon 
their helpless and dependant vassals. 


POLITICAL ACTION. 
Our mode of political action would perhaps cease to 
excite your surprise, if you should reflect that your 


I confess, sir, my astonishment at the propagation of | own letter teaches us the folly of regarding any other 


political question now before this nation, as possessing 
the weight of a feather, in the comparison with the 
great question of the nation’s enslavement or freedom. 
To rally the people—slowly perhaps, but surely, we 
account a better and more hopeful policy, than to labor 
| to propitiate the good will ot party leaders. You tell 
|us, and perhaps truly, that Mr. Van Buren and his 
| party are irrevocably pledged against us. We know, 
| very well, that the President is pledged against aboli- 
{tion inthe District, and your letter shows plainly that 
; you will not be surprised nor offended that we consid- 
jer the circumstance a good reason for not giving him 
our votes. We remember indeed the time when, as a 

member of the New York legislature, he could vote in 

favor of a resolution of instructions to our Representa- 
ltives in Congress, calling on them to act against the 
}extension of slavery in the ae states. But this does 
not satisfy us. He will not go for abolition in the Dis- 
trict. We are grieved to find even John Quincy Ad- 
ams taking the same stand, and for very similar rea- 
{sons. We do not find the party that supports the 
| present chief magistrate to be the only one that disre- 
gards the rights of the slave, and that stands ready to 
purchase power by a degrading bargain with the 
|Sonth. At this moment, we see the opponents of Mr. 
Van Buren at the north, apparently ready to obey the 








All this, from the halls of | dictates of their southern companions, and bind them- 


) selves to the car of the Kentucky senator, who, by 
/your own showing, has violated the constitution, in 
| his eagerness to enerifics the imtcreets of the froe 
| states and lay them ‘prostrate at the feet of peculiar 
‘institutions,’ and whose late speech in the Senate has 

ecornvinced Mr. Calhoun of his readiness to do it again. 
| What then would the petitioners gain by a course 
| which should ‘propitiate to them the good will of’ 
leither ‘party’ as such? What less can they do, as 
j honest men, than to vote, irrespective of party, for 
| those only who will vote for abolition? In what way 


and conscientious moralists ’—‘ sublime champions’ of | shall we know who they are without questioning 


ithem? And how does the practice become questiona- 
| ble in respect to purity of principle? Wherein does it 
| differ, except in form, from the universal practice of 
{the country? Who votes for a legislator without 
| knowing his views on the great subjects he deems of 
| primary importance? Who obtains a nomination, un- 
ledged to the policy approved by his supporters? 
Nobody! Without an organized party, abolitionists 
}arrive at and communicate the same information by 
{another method. Can they do better? Would you 
} advise them to organize a new party and make their 
}own nominations? I think you would not. 
And why, let me ask, should candidates regard it an 
‘annoyance’ to be asked their opinion respecting abo- 
lition, any more than in respect to a national bank? 


And how do abolition questions interfere with ‘free- 


dom of elections’ any more than bank questions? The 
great question of a nation’s enslavement or freedom, 
| as addressed to a candidate, one would have supposed, 
' would not have been considered a question of imperti- 
|nent ‘annoyance’ or of ‘questionable’ propriety, by 
a statesman who so clearly sees and so vividly exhib- 
|its the present condition of the country as does John 
| Quincy Adams! Can it be possible, sir, that when you 
{see the ship of the nation’s security about to be wreck- 
ed on the reef of slavery, you can retain any interest 
in the paltry chess games, that the deluded officers are 
playing with each other in the cabin? What is it to 
you, sir, or to me, or to any freeman, who values the 
liberties God and nature have given him, whether the 
barque of our freedom founders with Martin Van Bu. 
ren, oc Heury Clay, or John C. Calhoun at the helm? 
Is it a time to avoid carefully the ‘annoyance’ ofthe 
faithless pilots, or to cringe and ‘ propitiate their good 
will” Whatcan they do for us? What will they do? 
No! Let us tak and act hike freemen, while we may. 
And if we must sink, let it be in the erect posture of 
men, and like faithful mariners, with our hands glued 
to the shrouds, whilst the officers perish, if they must, 
in their brawls and their revels. A timely pull, with 
God’s blessing, may peradventure steer the ship clear’ 
of the reefs, and save them, and ourselves. If our 
‘ searching questions’ can rouse them intime, to their 
duty, they will thank us for the ‘annoyance,’ when 
the fume of their cups shall have passed from their 
brains. If not, their blood be upon their own heads! 
Our skirts will be clean. 


TEMPER AND LANGUAGE. 

You ‘lament the temper mutually rankling between 
the slaveholder and the abolitionists’—‘ the temper 
with which’ their ‘arguments are received’—‘ nay, 
the temper with which they are urged.’ The petition. 
ers do not claim that they are perfect. They will be 
glad to learn better modes of approaching the Slave- 
holder. Yet posterity will judge between them and 
their cotemporaries and predecessors who have spoken 
against slavery, in regard to the temper they have ex- 
hibited. If abolitionists have failed to make their 
cause a solemn and permanent question of morals ; 
if, instead of this, they have spoken like disappoint- 
ed political leaders, and indalged freely in personal 
l invective against their southern rivals, if they have 
made it a sectional and partizan hobby, if they have 
magnified the sin of pro-slavery sentiment and action 
in one body of men, and palliated or overlooked it in 
another class,—if they have fitfully hurled defiance at 
the south and cast barbed javelins at her, at one time, 
and made a sudden and mysterious peace with ber at 
another, then perhaps the historian of their efforts 
may call in question the propriety of their temper. 

You seem to find fault also with their language, 
when they call the slaveholder a ‘ man-stealer.’_ Here 
again, abolitionists will be glad to learn wisdom. 
They will be led to compare their own language with 
that which you, sir, have yourself used. If, as you 
affirm, ‘one haman being cannot de the property of 
another, what else than a man-stealer shal he be 
called who uses them as his property? And where is 
the charm of saying, in a phrase of nine words, what 
can as well be compressed in feo? =Or, fur what rea- 
son or object shall we discard the plain Saxon English 
of ourcommon Bibles? You have not hesitated to 
express ‘ deep indignation ’—you say that ‘slavery has 
been growing more and more odious ’—that ‘all the civ- 
ilized nations ef the earth have been combining to 
exterminate the African slave trade, and to class it 
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with the detested crime of piracy” [Yet the District of 


| «ndependence of character, his burning eloquence, his 
| varied accomplishments, his pledged and impassioned 


| peak! You can only point us to our liberties trodden 








Columbia is the centre of the same traffic, only ina 
worse form, as Thomas Jefierson Randolph and eleven 
hundred ciiizens of the District do testify.} You call 
slavery a ‘wounded rattlesnake’ and of her 
‘ deadly fang’ and ‘ her mortal’ venom’ You say of a 
celebrated defence of slaveholding, that it ‘is worth 
of having been devised by the tortured spirits of Mil- 
ton’s Pandemoniam.’ You say itis ‘the offspring of 
despair, bidding defiance to the God of Heaven.’ [If 
this be a just description of a pro-slavery book, what 
shall be said of slaveholding itself?] You say, ‘you 
cannot make a human being a slave without depriving 
him of his immortal soul and degrading him to the 
level of the ox.’ (Can ‘man stealing’ domore?] You 
have ranked the defence of slavery with the ‘ morali- 
ty of the Jesuits.” You have classed the paraphanalia 
of the plantation with the ‘thumb screws and faggot 
fires of the holy inquisition.” You say that slavery 
is ‘asin and a reproach to any peuple,’ and that ‘it 
places the animal man below the level of the brate 
creation.’ Its creed you compare to ‘the worship of 
Moloch and Mammon’ and the adoration of ‘devils’ 
for ‘deities.’ All this in the compass of the same !et 
ter in which you find fault with ourlenguage! 1 know 
not where, within the same compass, | could find de- 
nunciations against slaveholding more numerous and 
more severe, and notwithstanding ‘the days of de- 
nouncing prophecy are past,’ I] cannot put my hand 
upon such an awrully terrible and prophetic denuncia- 
tion of this great national sin, as is contained in your 
letter now before me. 


ULTRA LIBERALITY. 

And yet you say you are ‘disinclined to make 
these opinions articles of a religious creed with the 
pretension to impose it on others.’ In this connexion 
you quote the injunction ‘judge not that ye be not 
judged.’ You think it would be sin in you ‘to hold a 
fellow being in bondage for life,’ but you would not 
‘denounce the judgments of God on those who differ 
from’ you ‘in religious belief’ You have no ‘ voca. 
| tion for the exercise of force, or constraint, or injustice, 
even for the liberation of the slave.’ 

By this, 1 understand you to discard all ecclesiasti- 
cal condemnation of slavery, and all legislative prohi- 
bition of slave holding. You would not have it ex- 
cummunicated from the church. You would not have 
it prohibited in the state by ‘force or constraint.’ 
This logic furnishes a plaster broad enough to cover 
the slavery of all the slave states!) Why dwell upon 
the peculiarities of the federal District? Or way talk 
of a future or a gradual abolition, if there must be 
‘no exercise of force or constraint ?” 

Religious liberality, rightly understood, is a virtue ; 
and legislative lenity is commendable. But when the 
adoration of ‘devils’ and ‘deities’ come to be blended 
or interchanged—when the man-thief and the robber 
of the poor, may hold places in the church—and _ nei- 
ther ‘force nor constraint’ in the state must awe the 
criminal aggressor, it may well be questioned wheth- 
er liberality is not becoming too outrageously liberal, 
and whether lenity to the oppressor is not becoming 
cruelty to the oppressed. I cannot doubt, sir, your 
liberality, both as a religionist and as a civilian. 
But let me put to you one question. If one of your 
neighbors should enter your stable, at Quincy, and 
possess himself of your best horse, without your per- 
mission, would you consent that he should remain a 
member of the same church with yourself? Would 
you think it an infringement of his rights of con- 
science to deny his Christian standing? Would you 
hesitate to use the ‘force and constraint’ of the civil 
law, for the recovery of your stolen beast? How 
much better is a man than a horse? Shall church 
discipline and civil law guard our brute animals from 
seizure, and shall they not guard human beings? 
Shall they not protect ourselves? Of what value or 
of what tenure are our rights to our property. if our 
rights to ourselves are to be left, thus insecure? If, in 
this nineteeth century of which we are wont to boast, 
we are to witness improvements like these, upon the 


not wonder that you ‘ hang your head in despondency.’ 
I, too, will despair of the republic if I cannot see evi- 
dence that such dreamy mists can be dispelled. 


WHAT AVAILS IT? 

I was about to inquire of you, sir, whether the bet- 
ter ‘temper’ and smoother language you have used 
towards the slaveholding south, had secured to you a 
more favorabie hearing, or preserved you from the 
abuse and the threats which have been lavished upon 
the petitioners?) Your high station and long life of 


tage which none of the petitioners possessed. Did 
these circumstances, connected with your better tem- 
"| per and language avail anything for your protection ? 
I need not press inquiries of the sort. The facts are 
before the nation and the world. You have held your 
seat in the National Congress at the peril of your 
lite. But let me congratwate you that your perils are 
now over. Having disclaimed the desire to wield 
legislative and church action against the ‘wounded 
rattlesnake,’ you have have nothing now to fear from 
its ‘mortal venom.’ The ‘deadly fang’ will not harm 
you. Not even your animated exhortation to the 
votaries of freedom to ‘stand to their arms’ and 
‘buckle on their armor,’ (an extreme into which not 
even the ‘temper’ of the inconsiderate abolitionists 
has yet betrayed them,) will very much exasperate 
er alarm the slaveholders, who apprehend ‘ annoy- 
ance’ less from the sword and musket than they do 
from the pulpit sod the hallat box. Having distinctly 
deprecated the use of these, you will no longer be 
dreaded or threatened. You may declaim against 
the ‘ Moloch’ like a Demosthenes. He sees the fire- 
rockets curving gracefully over his head. Their 
brillianey elicits his admiration. He understands 
now, that they are flying in such a direction that they 
cannot reach him. You are not in favor of abolition 
in the District. You ‘have no vocation for the exer- 
cise of force or constraint.’ You are ‘disinclined to 


weapon of the ballot box, in this warfare, you would 
take from the hands of freemen. Your adherence to 
‘the ethics of the Revolution,’ and your eloquent de- 
nunciations of the slave system, become thus an ab- 
straction—a ‘ flourish of rhetoric’ like the self evident 
truths—the ‘sentimental maxims’ of the Declaration, 
or a page of the ‘notes on Virginia.”” The National 
Intelligencer is ready to publish them, in company 
with your exhortations to abolitionists. Why should 
not the south be at peace with yon? What abolition- 
ist in our ranks could not make a treaty on the same 
terms? Should all the petitioners imitate your exam- 
ple and follow your advice, we might enjoy a dead 
calm after the agitation. But would it be the calm 
of security? Your letter, like the voice of many wa- 
ters, answers ‘no.’ 





INSTRUCTIVE LESSONS. 

Do not understand me as impeaching your fidelity 
to your country. Far from it. I have said that you 
seem to have despaired of the republic. This unrid- 
dles the mystery. You have not been treachereus. 
But ‘fear, admitted into public councils, betrays like trea- 
son’ Yet you have done yoar country no small ser- 
vice in respect to this great subject. In the providence 
of God, and by your own peculiar talents and energy, 
you have done what no other man could have done. 
Your course on the whole, and especially its grand se- 
quel, your last letter, (however you may have ceased 
to annoy and enrage the south,) cannot fail to rouse 
and instruct the friends of abolition and freedom at the 
north. Your experiment, with its results, and with the 
startling developements of your letter, will furnish 
them with the best possible reasons, (until they despair 
of the republic) for declining to take the course sug- 
gested by your example and your advice. You have 
shown them, as no other man living could have done, 
that the last dim, flickering ray of hope for the country 
and for human freedom, is to be found in the despised 
lamp of ‘modern abolitionism’—that that light must 
illamine their sanctuaries and guide them to the 
polls steadily and perseveringly, or all is lost. 

You have shown the petitioners, by facts that can- 
not be mistaken, that no scheme of gradualism or of 
procrastination can avail them or their country, at the 
present crisis. Even now, you bid them ‘stand to 
their arms,’ and ‘buckle on their armor’ against the 
aggressions of the despotic south! Such a note of warn- 
ing they. will not interpret into a signal for retreat or 
delay, so long as the remaining pulsations of liberty 
shall inspire them with hope. You have shown them 
that no other proposal or plan of operation, not even 
when devised and presented by the gifted and venerat- 
ed ex-president of the United States, finds even equal 
favor with their own. 

More than all this, your experiment and your testi- 
mony of its results, after a fair trial, have fully con- 
firmed their previous prediction, viz: that rae WHITE 
man’s RIGHT or PETITION can Nor BE MAINTAINED 
BY EFFORTS WHICH DO NOT EQUALLY INCLUDE A DEMAND 
ror THE LIBERATION or rue SLAVE! 

Let facts testify. What abler advocate of our own; 
rights of petition, (as distinguished from the advocacy 
of the rights of the slave,) could we have desired, in our 
| House of Representatives than Joun Quincy Apams ? 
His industry, his tact, his knowledge of parliamentary 
order, his almost unbounded porsonal and political in- 
fluence, his name, his rank among tie first men of the 
nation and of the age, his jealous regard for Anglo 
Saxon freedom, his unflinching courage, his anbend- 
-ng integrity, his time of life, his satiety of public hon- 
ws, his elevated superiority above the desire of popu- 
ar support, or of private patronage, his well known 


' 
' 





theology and the jurisprudence of the puritans, | can-'| 


public service had given you a commanding advan. | 


And not only, sir, does your mpt to maintain the 
white man’s right of petition, without maintaining the 
colored man’s rights, exhibit to the world the ‘im ) 

ility’ of the enterprize, but it exhibits likewise the 
fact that the illustrious champion of the right of peti- 
tion, under such circumstances, has not only sustained 
a defeat, but has been betrayed or forced into the ser- 
vice of the enemy he so much abhors! It reveals to 
us an Apams quoting the glorious truths of the declara- 
tion of independence in support of despotic power, in 
the same letter in which he wields them for its over- 
throw! Contending that the nation has no right to 
€xist unless it maintains human rights, and yet deny- 
ing its right thus to maimain them! Sounding the 
trumpet of alarm to freemen, to ‘Stand to their arms,’ 
and ‘buckle on their armor,’ and yet exhorting them 
to cease from the exercise of their rights as the means 
of ‘maintaining’ them ‘ inviolate,’ and for fear that 
the despots whose aggressions he considers almost in 

evitable, will secede from the Union! Thus, sir, you 
show us that your defeat has not Leen Jess signal than 
the inconsistency and self-contradiction involved in 
your partial enterprize of attempting to mainiain some 
men’s rights without maintaining the rights of @// men. 

And how could it have been otherwise? Let change- 
les» principles bear testimony. From your own glow- 
ing pen let me summon and present them. You have 
told us, sir, that the nation itself has no right to exist, 
if it depart, in its practice, trom the self-evident princi- 
ples which it proclaimed, befvre the sun, as the foun- 
dation of its independence! The very attempt you 
have denounced as ‘deliberate falsehood and perjury 
—treason to the country, and blasphemy to God.’ The 
renunciation of those principles you hold to be a virta- 
al withdrawal from the Union. What right then, let 
me ask, has any one of the petitioners, what right has 
any northern white citizen, to defend or to claim a 
right of petition for himself, which he does not equally 
defend and claim for his neighbor? What less than 
practical ‘treason’ to the country, and ‘ blasphemy 
to God’ is involved in such a course? And what ra- 
tional prospect of success, or of favor, either with God 
or with man, in sustaining their oma rights, can the 
petitioners or their advocate have, unless they coutend 
equally for the rights of the slave? 

You approvingly quote the Congress of 1783, as say- 
ing, ‘ Let it be remembered that it ever has heen the pride 
and boast of America, that the rights for which she con- 
| tended were the rights of human nature” The connec- 
tion in which you quote this, shows plainly that you 
regard the colored man of the south as entitied to ‘the 
rights of human nature. Should it not be ‘the pride 
and boast’ then, of those who contend for the white 
man’s right of petition, that they equally contend for 
the same right in the colored man? Unless they do 
this, can it be said that they ‘contend for the rights of 
humannature?’? Does not the contest rather become 
what William Pinckney, of Maryland, fifty years ago, 
in the house of delegates of that State, predicted that it 
would become, ‘the struggle of pride and selfishness, 
not of principte!’ Can you ‘adhere to the ethics of 
the revolution’ in your advocacy of the right of peti- 
tion, unless you include in your plea the right of the 
slave? If you give up the one, must you not likewise 
relinquish the other? Can the ‘sublime champion of 
English’ or of white liberty succeed, in the same argu- 
mentin which he gives up colored liberty to the op- 
pressor? No, sir! Your own gigantic experiment 
has proved that itcan not. When you would prove to 
the petitioners that their object, the liberation of the 
slave, is an impracticable one, the very first argument 
you bring forward, is an argument equally potent to 
prove that their own right of petition, and your right 
to freedom of speech are equally impracticable! The 
same corrupt public sentiment that prevents the liber- 
ation of the slave, forbids, at this moment, the exercise 
of the right of the free! When you concede the right 
of the national Congress to trample on the rights of 
{the colored inhabitants of the District of Columbia, 
you concede, likewise, by implication, their right to 
trample upon the white man’s right of petition, and of 
speech. When you so construe ‘the just powers of 
the government’ as to take from it the right of pan- 
ishing outrages upon the rights of the colored man, 
without the consent of his oppressor, you frame a con- 
struction by which our senator Youngs can equally 
prove that the government has no ‘ just powers’ to 
suppress riots except with ‘the consent’ of the rioters. 

So true is it, as a matter of fact, and thus certain is 
\it, in the very nature of things, that the liberties ofthe 

white freeman cannot be maintained—no! not even 
jhis right to ask relief from oppression, without main- 
| taining the right of the sadle slave ! 

I rejoice that your own experiment has illustrated 
this great truth—that.your own pen has recorded the 
result of the experiment—that your own course of 
reasoning has assisted to show the causes of your fail- 
ure—the reasons why northern freedom has become a 
vain boast—a mere name. 

And most heartily do I rejoice in the great truth it- 
self. I would devoutly thank God that, in the very 
nature of things, he has so linked the species together, 
jthat no man, no, not even John Quincy Adams him- 
self, can indulge the rational hope of enjoying freedom 
of speech, not even in the halls of the freest nation on 
earth, waless he will ‘open his mouth for the dumb.’ 
This divine constitution is as fixed as the nature of 
man himself—as unchangeable as the divine law of 
which it is the counterpart—as immoveable as the 
throne of God upon which it is planted. It composes 
a part of the sanction which entorces the great Jaw of 
equal love to our equal neighbor—the law of remem- 
bering them that are in bonds as bound with them. It 
is by this providential arrangement, (operating as it 
does by fixed principles and by the well known laws 
of our social] existence,) that God rewards benevolence 
with the boon of freedom, and punishes selfishness 
with the rod of oppression. To enslave a people who 
obey this divine law of impartial love towards one 
another. is as demonstrably impossible as it is to pre- 

serve the liberties of a people who habitually trans- 
| gress it. Who could be oppressed if the great mass of 














make your opinions articles of a religious creed.’|the commanity harmonized with this grand precept? | said: “1 am_ prepared to Jay my bear! 
The thunders of Sinai, you would have hushed. The! Who can be secure from oppression in a community | beside that lawyer's, and the people shall 


| where it is disregarded? In the light of this divine 
‘arrangement, unheeded as it has been, in past ages, 
we may readily solve the problem of a world’s perpet- 
ual subjection to despotism, from a remote and dim 
antiquity to the present hour. Jn the light of this ar- 
| rangement, honored as it is destined to be, I read the 
| prophecy of man’s future peace and freedom. I be- 
| lieve oppression will cease, because J believe every 
|} man will learn to protest against the enslavement and 
degradation of his equal brother, as heartily as against 
jhis own. I believe Christianity will introduce this 
| great change—not by magic or enchantment—but be- 
jcause it will teach every son and daughter of Adam 
this great duty. It will be inculcated as a fundamental 
article of religion. It will be practiced and regarded 
as corstiiationa! law in every hall of legislation and 
court of jurisprudence. Tt will be remembered by 
every freeman at the polls. My only hope for my 
country’s freedom rests on the belief that this grand 
reformation is now commenced in her midst—and that 
it is marching forward with a steady pace. May you 
live to see it triumph ; and not go hence despairing of 
the republic for whose interests you have so long and 
so faithfelly labored. May you live to bear a still 
more conspicuous part in the work of saving your 
country and your race from oppression, than you have 
yet done. Why should you not devote to this great 
work the ripened energies of a green old age? Then 
indeed would the sun of your glory reach the western 
wave with increasing and redoubled splendor. You 
have sounded the alarm and pointed out the danger. 
Do not then sound the born of retreat! Rally us as a 
people, to the work of holy and peaceful reformation, 
and bid us muster at the polls. Exhort us to the bal- 
lot-box. not to the sword. Bid us stand to ‘the ethics 
of the revolution ’—not to our ‘arms.’ In such a 
bloodless contest we have everything to hope, nothing 
to fear. From your own showing, itis death for north- 
ern freemen to sit still. It is also a hopeless warfare 
while they contend for their own rights and yet con- 
tinue to compromise the right of the slave. One al- 
ternative only is leftto them. One effort and only one, 
remains untried. Bid-them lose no time in giving it 
their undivided energies, before all is lost, and ere they 
despair of the republic. Bid them inscribe this motto 
upon their banner: 


‘Freepom for au! or cats for ant! 
‘The BONDMEN’s rise, or FREEMEN’S fall!’ 


Then, and not until then, shall we act upon ‘the eth- 
ics of the revolution.’ Then, and not until then, can 
we, without impiety, ask our common Father in heav- 
en to restore to us our own freedom. Shall we be 
called madmen? Remember, sir, your own ungrate- 
ful countrymen have called you the ‘ Massachusetts 
madman,’ simply because you have defended the white 
man’s right of petition! I am only repeating in sub- 
stance, the sentiments uttered by John Jay, on a simi- 
lar occasion. ‘Till America comes into this measure 
{abolition} her prayers to Heaven will be impious. 
The expression is strong, but it is just.’ * With equal 
soberness may we now say—‘ Until northern freemen 
engage heartily in the same enterprise, and plead for 
the bondmen, their prayers to Heaven for the restora- 
tion of their own right of petition will be impious.’ 
They have no right to expect it. It is expecting the 
end without the means. It is expecting absurdities 
and coutradictions. Untess they will do this, they will 
still be left of God to fancy themselves free, though 
governed by the veriest tyrants on earth, and they will 
dream*on, until their fetters are riveted. They will re- 
main blind to the fact that the same Congress that has 
denied the slave’s right of petition because he is aslave, | 
has also denied their right of petition! ‘A nation,’ 











‘evotion to the right of petition—all these were in oar 
avor. But did his advocacy prove a successful one? 
\las! No! His own leiter tells us the sad story. So 
"uw from securing the rights of the petitioners to be 
veard, you have told us, sir, that you can not maintain 
our own right, as a member of a deliberative body, to 


own in the mire, and bid us ‘stand to our arms’ and 
backle on our armor’ in selfdefence! The contest, 
vu think, must be transferred from the forum to the 








znted field! 


says a renowned writer, ‘may lose its liberties in a 
day and not miss them for a century.’—The Roman or- | 
ators are said to have flattered the people, even until | 
Nero was seated upon the imperial throne, by telling { 
them thar they were too enlightened ever to be enslav- 
ed! It is se/fishness that thas blinds and enslaves the 
nations. The same selfishness that prompts us to con- 
tend for our owx right of petition, in forget‘ulnes of the 
equal right of the slave. May the Lord, in merey, 
emancipate us all from the feiters of this narrow and 





* Letter from Spain, 1780. 
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